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The Hu City or Departmental Capital. 


Taking precedence of all others in stirring interest of late, are the operations in 
the Hu City, or Departmental Capital, as the word means. Not only is it a great 
city, like Jonah’s Nineveh, with scores of thousands that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left, but it is the centre of influence for all this portion of 
Canton Province ; has its large proportion of successful literati and men of opulence, 
keeps up its biennial examinations of candidates for literary honors, who come in 
from all directions to the number, sometimes, of two thousand, and who, when 
through with their ordeal of essay-writing, return to their homes, taking with them 
particulars of any new thing or strange doctrine they may have heard during their 
sojourn in their district Athens. 


Its Hostility to Foreigners. 


This city has hitherto borne a disagreeable reputation for hostility to foreigners, 
and everything emanating from foreigners. It was here that Mr. Burns was arrested 
a few years ago, and sent, caged like a canary bird, overland to Canton, some two 
hundred miles distant. It was here also that A Sun and A Ee were imprisoned and 
beaten for the testimony of Jesus, as br. Johnson told when he was in America. 
Nor had their rancor died away during the eight years that had elapsed since then. 
Only last year, and since my arrival, no less a personage than a British consul was 
driven back in an attempt to reach the place, and that, too, while under special 
charge of an envoy of the Governor General of Canton, sent to escort him. He 
was confronted by an angry populace, who went so far as to roll down great stones 
from a bridge under which they were passing, crushing in the boat, and endangering 
the lives of those on board. 

Attempts have hitherto been made to occupy the place as a mission-station, but 
they amounted to but little. A suitable house could not be had, and an assistant, 
when there, had to meet with the few brethren in a shell of a closet, over an insig- 
nificant shell of a drug-shop. He might preach the gospel, indeed, but what Paul 
had to do “to them who were of reputation,” he had to do to every body,—preach 
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privately,—not exactly lest he should “run in vain,” but lest he should have to run 
in real earnest to save himself. They were in constant fear of it. 


The Tide Turned, 


But changes are going on here, as elsewhere. Elements of radical change are at 
work beneath the surface, and the effects rapidly and sometimes very unexpectedly 
develop themselves. One year of the present generation is worth twenty of the 
last. Accordingly it was thought advisable to send forth the dove once more, to see 
if this time he would not return with the “olive leaf” in his mouth. A Je Sinsey 
was sent upon this special errand. He and his mission were made the burden of 
many prayers. God prospered his way. Almost immediately he lit upon a suitable 
house, and had no difficulty in hiring it for two years, with privilege of immediate 
occupation. Without delay he began stated religious services. For quite a long 
time he, or some other native preacher in his stead, was permitted to dwell “in his 
own hired house, receiving all who came unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him.” People constantly called, some to get medicine, some out of idle 
curiosity, some out of rational curiosity. Of those who came, some contradicted 
and blasphemed, some asked quizzical questions, some contented themselves with a 
quiet and contemptuous smile, while two or three “clave unto them” and believed. 
At the public services held in the evening, from ten to twenty would usually be 
present. 


Opposition to Gospel Truth. 


When we heard all this, we were glad, and hoped a door of entrance was to be 
given us without much gainsaying. But old giant Pagan is not dead yet. The 
first indication of decided opposition was from a man who came to the door, and, 
in language not chosen for its delicacy, stigmatized the brethren as a “set of Pa- 
pists”—a “set,” by the way, who have long been established here, and have some in- 
fluence for mischief, as we have known to our sorrow, but none for good—at least 
no ostentatious parade is made of the latter. This man’s harangue of itself amount- 
ed to nothing ; but derived its significancy from the presence near by of four literary 
men, whose mouth-piece he plainly appeared to be, and who now stood by to lend 
him support. The assistant disclaimed the charge, and handed one of the four a 
small summary of our faith, setting forth who we were and what we believed, where- 
upon they cleared out. 

Nothing further occurred till an evening or two later, when an unusual number 
of new and strange faces were assembled. Suddenly there broke out a series of 
yells, catcalls and insulting remarks, with such a degree of spontaneity as can only 
be accounted for on the supposition that the whole thing had been previously ar- 
ranged elsewhere. At length one fellow, head of a gambling establishment not far 
away, was put forward as spokesman, and began demanding of the brethren their 
object in coming there. Like Demetrius,—a worthy disciple of whom he seemed to 
be,—the ostensible ground of his complaint was, that the brethren taught “there 
were no gods made with hands.” “What do you come here for, teaching that men 
should not worship the venerable Lord?” And like Demetrius, his great concern 
finally cropped out,—the damage likely to accrue to his own unrighteous calling. 
“Come, out with it now! Do-you say it is wrong to gamble for cash? Lottery 
tickets,—are they good, or bad?” This fellow was bent on mischief; but A To an- 
swered him discreetly. “Our sacred books teach these things to be wrong; but you 
can do as you choose about obeying; we use force with nobody. We are not med- 
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dling with you; why, then, do you interrupt us?” There was nothing further that 
evening. 
Chinese Dodge. 

The next time the aspect of things became more serious. Out from the crowd 
that had collected there stepped a young man, afterwards ascertained to be a most 
vicious character. But he had been dressed up genteelly for the occasion, and now 
stood in front of his backers. Singling out old Tie Pe, who has charge of the chapel, 
and does a little preaching according to his ability, he began abruptly, “Your father 
owed me money; I have been kept out of it long enough. Pay up!” Now Tie Pe 
is a venerable old man; his hair is white as the driven snow, and any one not ac- 
quainted with a certain Chinese peculiarity will wonder how this comparative 
youngster could charge old Tie Pe’s father—dead and in his grave years and years 
ago, with owing bim money. It was doubtful whether he was in existence at the 
time of the old man’s death. An assertion of this kind is a common prelude toa 
false imprisonment, or often, robbery. It is oftentimes the “stand and deliver” of a 
Chinese highwayman. To the indignant protestations of his victim, he says, “Your 
grandfather owed my grandfather money, and I have come to collect it.” The speech 
of the rowdy was therefore equivalent to an invitation to the mob to join in a gen- 
eral loot. 

Again did A To’s readiness help them out of the difficulty. “Why,” said he, at 
once speaking up, “you are yet a young man, and Tie Pie’s father has been dead a 
great many years ; how could you have been old enough to have any business trans- 
actions with him?” “QO very true,” said quick-witted impudence, who stopped to 
answer the argument, and thereby the critical moment was passed. “Very true ; 
but the money is due to the firm to which I belong, a very old firm, and of which 
my father was a member.” ‘And what is the name of the firm ?” asked A To once 
more. Here the man gave the address of a firm in a distant part of the city. “In- 
deed,” responded A To, in a very business-like way; “well, then, bring your ac- 
count books to-morrow, and we will look over them and see how the case stands; 
but do not come in the night. It is not wise to collect debts at night.” 

Fortunately the turn given to the affair was sufficient. There was no looting ; 
only a few little articles about the door were pilfered and carried off as the crowd 
dispersed. They were not worth speaking about. 

But though the crowd had gone, they had left anxious hearts behind them. The 
brethren were very uneasy, especially old Tie Pe, who seemed a special object of 
their spite. There was no telling what persecutions he might be subjected to upon 
a trumped-up charge, backed, as it would be, by vehement liars, and pressed before 
a venal mandarin, whose only conscience was a leather purse. 


Interposition of a Magistrate. ~ 

A restless night passed away, and th® next morning, post-haste away went A To, 
to consult with a graduate of eminence and position in the city, im whose family it 
was his good fortune to be highly esteemed for his medical advice. The graduate, a 
fearless man, told him to be under no apprehension. All that needed to be done 
was to show a determination to meet the charge boldly, and nothing more would 
be heard of it. Futhermore, he gave orders to a petty officer under him to repair 
that night to the chapel and restrain the mob if they should again appear; and 
along towards nightfall, fearing there might be sofme miscarriage in his previous di- 
rections, he sent his own brother. So that there were two persons there, both com- 
petent to maintain order. 

This time the mob did not enter the worship room; the presence of the two per- 
sons spoken of was a sufficient check. But they kept up a great clamor outside; all 
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manner of hard and harsh language, which, though it flowed in a continual stream, 
did not seem in the least to diminish the supply. “Go to, now, you”"—*Your doc- 
trine is not good ; we don’t want it.” “It is the doctrine of the foreign devils; it is 
the belching out of foreign dogs.” “Don’t come here to turn Tie Chiu upside down 
also.” “Out of this! quick! or look you to it!” “We'll lay hold of you soon, if 


are not gone.” 


Things seemed hastening on from bad to worse. Another morning, and there was 
found posted up near the chapel a scurrilous placard, intended to incite the populace 
to an outbreak. A quotation in it, taken from one of the books given to the four 
gentry at the beginning of the troubles, led to the detection of one of them as the 
author. A To hunted the man up, and made him come and obliterate what traces 
were left after the handbill had been pulled down, which he did with a very bad 
grace. During this same day a Custom House officer calledto see what the matter 
was, saying there was a great stir in the city about the new doctrine. A To found, 
when he walked abroad, that there was no exaggeration in the story about a “stir 
in the city.” As he was passing along in quarters quite remote from the chapel, he 
would suddenly hear, “There! there! there! that thing going along yonder; that’s 
the fellow now.” 


Expedients for Safety. 


It is not to be wondered at, that during all this while the brethren were becom- 
ing more and more perplexed as to what they would ultimately have to do. So 
there was much consultation among themselves, and much patient consideration of 
the views of outsiders, who, though not believers, were well disposed, some for one 
reason and some for another. One of the new inquirers suggested that they take 
all their clothes and valuables to his house, so that in case of an outbreak they 
would have only themselves to look after. One thought it would be well to get a 
guard of soldiers to conduct them quietly out of the city. Another opinion was, it 
would be better to go boldly to the chief mandarin, state their case, and ask pro- 
tection. 

Just here, while speaking of these various sentiments, we must do justice toa 
Chinese lawyer, the representative of a class of men not so distinguished as their 
brethren in other lands, but by no means behind them in the readiness and ingenuity 
of their expedients. “Don’t petition the mandarin ; there is no necessity for that. 
Besides, you will find it not only troublesome, but expensive. But hear me; I will 
tell you how to manage. This evening I will get several influential friends; we 
will come early and be engaged in sipping tea with you, and when the mob collects, 
I will say—‘Ho, good neighbors, it is nothing at all—nothing at all. This is only a 
doctor, giving out medicines. He isa worthy man and means only to do good. 
We have just been taking a friendly cup of tea with him. Let us leave them to 
themselves; come, come, let us take a walk up street, or perchance go to the thea- 
tre; the gong is sounding already. Come, neighbors, come.’ And thereupon I will 
coax off three or four, and another friend will coax off three or four, and so on, and 
in a few moments they will all be dispersed in the distance, and serenity will remain 
behind them.” Very sage advice that, looked at from a worldly standpoint; but 
not suited to the character of a band of witnessing Christians. This “opinion” the 
lawyer gave gratis, out of some gratitude to A To for medical services. 


Appéhl to the Mandarin. 
A letter had been written hastily to us, asking advice. Meanwhile, pending an 


answer, A To resolved to visit the mandarin at his yamun. He went. A gate 
keeper stopped him. “What do you want?” “I want to see his excellency, the 
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Hu Tai.” “What is your business?” “Business of great importance, and I must 
speak with him.” The gate-keeper stood aside and let him pass. A few moments 
more, and he confronted the Hu Tai’s private secretary, and a man clothed with a 
large measure of delegated authority to use in an emergency. “What do you 
want ?” “TI want protection from lawless people,” and forthwith gave a succinct 
statement of the whole case, who they were, where they came from, and what they 
taught. “We beg your exceliency to send a police force to preserve us in our 
rights.” “Why stay here at all? Why not go back to Swatow? You shall have 
a government boat to convey you down, if you say so.” “What is the use of our 
going down? If we go away, we shall be sure to come back again; why not stay, 
then, while we are here ?” Thus by this system of Chinese interrogatory, each in- 
geniously shifting the burden of proof, did they argue the case. “All we ask,” said 
A To, “is, that a few of the police officers be sent to the house for a few evenings, 
until the people make up their minds to settle down in the usual quiet way.” 
“Well, well, so be it,” said the secretary, and at once issued an order. 

In the evening they came, as they had been ordered to do. It so happened, cu- 
riously enough, that among them the brethren recognized one or two of their former 
persecutors. There was no design in this on the part of any one; but it was rather 
mortifying to these fellows to be sent to protect those very persons, whom, a few 
days before, they had been so anxious to rout. The disturbance was at an end. 


Cheering Meeting for Prayer. 


Meanwhile, they received our letter. We commended them for holding on—sug- 
gested that in case of a continued demonstration they refrain for a little while from 
throwing the doors open for a public service at night, but that the brethren meet, 
and pray, and sing, and give thanks as usual, and bade them, when they next met, 
to read and expound for their comfort and guidance the prayers of the disciples,— 
Acts 4: 24-30, and the Lord’s charge to Paul,—Acts 18: 9, 10, &e. 

They had a blessed meeting. Although the public was not invited in as usual, 
any one who really wished to hear was gladly welcomed. The soldier-policemen 
were there, of course. The brethren were there. They read the letter and the 
passages marked, and knelt down for one to give thanks. ‘The spirit of prayer was 
upon them; when one finished, another began, and then another, until six of them, 
the two new converts among them, had poured out their souls before God. 

One of the policemen seemed especially struck. He would not kneel down, but 
he would listen. Stepping up to A To, after the scene was all over, and referring 
to one of the new converts, he asked, “Where did that man get that prayer? Did 
you teach him, or did he pray it wholly out of himself?” He prayed it of himself. 
I did not teach him,” replied A To. “Well, there was a great deal of wisdom in it, - 
and it was very strange,” said the soldier; but whether he thought anything more, 
he did not say. j 

In the fear-inspiring presence of an official from the great Yamun, there were of 
course no more serious difliculties. A few days more, and our little band of wit- 
nesses were no more thought of. News came suddenly that the Tai Ping rebels, 
driven out of Nanking, were making headway in great force in the south, and were 
taking the Departmental city in their route. Every body, from the prefect down 
te the humblest street coolie, had enough to do now without annoying the Christians. 
There is a great hurry of preparation there just now, and great confusion in conse- 
quence. Amid it all, the brethren preach the truth with freedom where they please. 
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RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR. STEVENS. 
Visit to Villages. 


Rangoon, Jan. 28, 1865.—I returned 
on Wednesday evening, the 25th inst., 
from a boat trip for preaching to the im- 
portant towns of Nyoung-dong and Pan- 
tanau. On account of the expense of 
boating, br. Rose and myself concluded 
to go together, hoping to do double work 
in any one place where we might stop, 
by his taking one direction with his as- 
sistants and I another. The agricultur- 
al villages being nearly denuded of in- 
habitants at this season, in consequence 
of the people occupying temporary huts 
in their rice-fields for the purpose of har- 
vesting,—without spending more than a 
few hours at intervening places, we pro- 
ceeded at once to Nyoung-dong, where 
we spent four days; then to Pantanau, 
where we passed three days. We were 
gone thirteen days, and the expense of 
the boat was 28 rupees. 

We had very good opportunities of 
preaching at both places, both to the in- 
habitants of them and to visitors for pur- 
poses of trade, from every direction, but 
especially from Burmah Proper. We 
distributed also many tracts. 

Obstacles to the Gospel. 

Our work was simply the presentation 
of the truths of the gospel, and endeav- 
oring to persuade the people to accept of 
the salvation offered them in Christ. 
The great obstacles we had to contend 
with were three. 1. That which is com- 
mon to the minister of Christ in every 
‘land, and incomparably the greatest, the 
depravity of the heart manifest in es- 
trangement from God, and through 
worldliness, the people being intent on 
one thing, to possess themselves of the 
things of this life, to the neglect of that 
which isto come. 2. Contentment with 
the ancestral religion, reposing, so far as 
there is any sincere endeavor to lay up 
for the world to come, the most entire 
confidence in the various works of merit 
prescribed by their sacred books, to pro- 
vide for them a measure of happiness in 


a future state. Still this confidence is 
coupled with an unhesitating admission, 
that so far as their sins are concerned, 
which they acknowledge to be without 
number, they must inevitably be endured 
in unknown forms and for countless years, 
even in hell. Of course we held up be- 
fore them the blessed contrast of forgive- 
ness of sins and eternal and unalloyed 
happiness immediately on separation 
from the body. 3. But here we were 
met by the third great obstacle, unbelief 
in the power of Christ to do all that He 
promises, and indeed in the possibility of 
forgiveness and of attainment to such re- # 
wards as are held out. ; 

What is Needed—Spirit of the People. 

It is seen at a glance, therefore, what 
is wanted to secure success among the 
Burmans ; it is simply that which is need- 
ed at home, the power of God, and he 
therefore may be expected to be the 
most successful missionary, who can best 
succeed in obtaining that power to ac- 
company his efforts. 

Everywhere the people were respect- 
ful and attentive, and entered freely in- 
to discussion with the utmost frankness 
and good nature ; but on no one, we are 
grieved to say, had we any evidence of 
the coming down of the Divine power, 
convincing of sin and awakening the de- 
sire of salvation. For this we greatly 
need the “effectual, fervent prayer of the 
righteous.” I think, nevertheless, there 
were signs of a better appreciation of the 
importance of our message and of the 
claims of Christianity on their attention, 
than I have ever witnessed before in the 
people of those places. 


Interest in the American Election. 


On the eve of the Presidential election, 
we participated in some degree in the 
spirit of prayer for the issue, which has 
been gloriously granted, and we are ful- 
ly prepared to join in the persuasion that 
prayer has been signally answered. May 
all the people have the benefit of seek- 
ing God in the day of their trouble, that 
He may have the opportunity of glorify- 
ing Himself in them. 
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LETTER FROM MR. BRAYTON. 

Encouragement in a Hardened Village. 

Kyong-doke, Jan. 15, 1865.—Kyong- 
doke is a large Pwo Karen settlement, a 
few miles above Pantanau. The people 
are much given to their idolatry, that is, 
the Burmese system, mixed up with their 
own superstitions, and peculiarly addict- 
ed to intemperance and its accompany- 
ing vices. It has long been noted as 
a place peculiarly given up to wicked 
abominations. About six years since I 
visited this pla¢ée in company with Mrs. 
B. and some Karen preachers ; but we 
did not find the slightest encouragement. 

From that time to the present there 
has been a great deal of preaching among 
the people, but no signs of any fruit ap- 
peared until, some six months since, two 
women came to our house in Kemendine 
and begged for a preacher to be sent to 
their place. As we could not discover 
any motive in them but a desire to know 
the truth, it seemed to be a call from 
God to make a special effort in behalf of 
this people. Hence arrangements were 
at once made for them to have a preach- 
er. 

Self-Righteous Chief. 


Five days since I came hither in com- 
pany with several Karen preachers, and 
we have had worship twice every day, 
that is, morning and evening, spend- 
ing the greater part of the day-time in 
visiting, in separate companies, from 
house to house. No one in the vicinity 
can have the excuse that he has not 
had the offer of salvation. In these visits 
a great variety of feeling was developed. 
Some scoffed ; many were quite indiffer- 
ent; one old chief became quite angry, 
because I told him personally, except he 
repented and believed in Jesus Christ, 
he could not besaved. He, in a very ex- 
cited manner, exclaimed, “What, teach- 
er, do you mean me, myself—do you 
mean to say that such a man as I am is 
exposed to hell?” “Yes,” I said, “you, 
your own self; your deeds of merit can 
never save you.” He at once left, saying, 
“Such talk, teacher, is reviling.” 
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Candidates for Baptism. 


A few listened with deep interest, 
which gives reason to hope they may yet 
receive the truth. Day before yester- 
day (Saturday) at noon, Thahoo, the or- 
dained preacher, and his company ar- 
rived, and all at once took hold and la- 
bored with zeal, so that on the whole we 
have had quite a protracted meeting. 
Saturday evening seven individuals sent 
in their names, requesting to be baptized. 
After the forenoon service yesterday, 
they were examined and received as 
candidates for that solemn and interest- 
ing ordinance. 


Evil Reports. 

The enemy had been very busy here 
in circulating all sorts of horrid reports 
about baptism, telling the people that 
the teacher would thrust them under 
the water and hold them there until 
almost dead, then let them up and ask, 
“Do you ‘see Shway-da-gong yet ?”— 
then thrust them down again and again, 
until sometimes they actually died un- 
der the operation, &c., &e. Of course a 
good deal of interest was excited on the 
subject, and a much larger congrega- 
tion of heathen Karens assembled at the 
water side than I ever before saw on 
such an ozcasion. 

Thahoo gave out the hymn, I read a 
passage of Scripture, and exhorted the 
multitude to believe in and follow Christ. 
Thahoo prayed, and we then baptized 
alternately. There was perfect order 
and solemnity during all the exercises, 
and I am sure the occasion cannot soon 
be forgotten. Hence a fair beginning is 
made in this dark place, where Satan has 
so long held such undisputed sway. 


Character of the Converts. 

The new converts are of such a char- 
acter and standing as give good reason 
to hope they will be the means of doing 
much for.the honor of thei Master. 
The two women mentioned above, their 
husbands, one of their sons, a young man, 
and the mother of each of the two wo- 
men composed the candidates. The two 
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grandmothers are sisters, and have long 
been leaders in wickedness. May they 
now be in very deed leaders in goodness. 
One of them has a son with a family, in 
which she lives. The son has been very 
much given to intemperate habits. Af- 
ter the mother embraced the truth, she 
would plead with him again and again, 
entreating him with many tears and ex- 
postulations to forsake his evil ways, 
which were fast leading him to death, 
temporal and eternal, embrace the truth 
and live. The son’s wife requested me 
one morning to go and plead with her 
husband to become a Christian, though 
she is not yet one herself. I had a long 
and solemn talk with her husband, who 
seemed almost resolved to take the tem- 
perance pledge, and give his heart to 
Christ ; but he still wavered a little. He 
attended all our meetings, and yester- 
day afternoon came to my boat, and in a 
serious manner, in the presence of several 
witnesses, resolved to break “away en- 
tirely from his intemperate habits, and 
embrace the truth. The future will de- 
termine the result. There are many in- 
teresting particulars, which I have not 
time to relate. 


A New Light Kindled. 


God has set up a light in the midst of 
this thick darkness. May that light 
grow brighter and brighter, until the 
darkness, which has so long covered this 
people, shall be driven away, and the 
kingdom of God be established in very 
deed in the hearts of this people ! 

During my first trip the present sea- 
son, a new interest was commenced at 
the village of Kyoo-m-gnate, on the 
China Buckeer, by the baptism of an in- 
teresting young man and his wife. 

The native pastor, Thahoo, baptized 
in December an aged couple in another 
new place, called La-mote-tsoung-ben, a 
little below Keik-lat. So there is evi- 
dence that God has not yet forsaken his 
people, the Pwo Karens. Thirty-seven 
have been baptized during this season 
thus far. 
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MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 

LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD. 

Tour to the South—Inquirers. 
Maulmain, Feb. 1, 1865.—I have just 
returned from a fifteen days’ tour to the 
South, visiting the few Christians in that 
region and preaching among the heathen. 
I found many sincere inquirers among 
the latter. Twoamong them, aman and 
his wife, came out on the Lord’s side, and 
were baptized. I trust the Lord has 


many people in that region. I start on 
another short tour in a day or two. 


Removal of Dr. Wade to Tavoy. 
Dr. and Mrs. Wade remain in Tavoy 
to labor for the salvation of the Burmans 
in that city and region. We are very 


sorry to lose them from this place, but I 
think the Lord is leading them. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Karen Visitors. 

Henthada, Nov. 28, 1864.—The past 
six weeks, since the dismissal of our nor- 
mal school, have beeg spent in the usual 
way. 

We have daily seen one or more com- 
panies of Karens at our house. These 
have beenin part heathen, but mostly 
Karen Christians, coming in to visit and 
make purchases. Within the past two 
months I have seen nearly all our Ka- 
ren preachers. You will readily under- 
stand how much work and anxiety these 
visitors make us; yet this is a part of our 
work and we are glad to do good in any 
way. 

Encouraging Labors. 

I said above, that the past few weeks 
had been spent much as we have usually 
spent those weeks. But there has been 
a difference this year. The rains have 
cleared away some two weeks earlier 
than usual, and hence our travelling sea- 
son has begun earlier than ever before 
since we have been in Burmah. I have 


already been out among the churc! ; 
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and the heathen living near the city. I 
have visited and administered the com- 
munion in four places and baptized ten 
converts, since I dismissed our normal 
school. 

The churches visited appear very well 
indeed, and I hear good reports from 
other churches. 

Our ordained men, six in number, are 
also visiting the little churches, each one 
in his immediate vicinity. I hear of this 
and that one baptizing converts also. I 
‘think there have been about seventy 
baptized already in our mission this sea- 
son. 

But our principal work is still before 
us. O, pray that God will permit us to 
see his glory here among the heathen. 
Some are even now turning to Himself. 
God can turn others. Pray for this. 


MISSION TO THE SHANS. 
LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 
Visit to Karen Khyoung. 


Toungoo, Dec. 31, 1864.—I have just 
come in from the north, where I have 
been laboring for the last fifteen days in 
the vicinity of Karen Khyoung, a moun- 
tain stream that empties its waters into 
the Sitang, about twenty miles from 
Toungoo. Near the junction in the 
plain, there are several Shan and Bur- 
man villages, surrounding a central vil- 
lage which takes its name from this 
stream. 


The Chief and Catholic Priest. 

This principal village is made up of 
Shans, Burmans and Burmanized Ka- 
rens, the latter predominating, and hav- 
ing a Karen chief. 

He was our first guide last year in our 
journey to Mobyaé, and, going and com- 
ing to and from the Geckhos, I spent 
several nights in the village and 
preached to the people. An interest 
was awakened and they asked for a 
teacher. The Catholic priest followed 
me, and by promises of worldly gain came 
near carrying some of the people with 
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him, including the chief. My early re- 
turn, by the blessing of God, prevented 
it. The Karens were nearly or quite all 
Buddhists, and one man, quite wealthy 
and influential, put up doubtless by the 
priests, determined to forestall me by 
building a kyoung and getting in a Bur- 
mese priest before me. He succeeded. 
The children were gathered into the ky- 
oung, and there seemed to be a giving up 
on the part of those who preferred to have 
me occupy the field. 

But it was not long before this priest 
disgusted his supporters and his Buddhist 
disciples by taking a wife, thereby leav- 
ing the priesthood and losing his sacred 
character, together with his merit. He 
built a house and settled down close by 
the kyoung-ta-ga. No further effort has 
been made to get a priest, but there was 
an increasing desire to have me occupy 
the place. 


The Chapel and How it was Paid for. 


I have just completed a chapel there, 
with a house for the teacher, and I am 
going to station there, until the rains, my 
most active and experienced Burman 
preacher; the others will travel with me. 

The chapel is made of teak, except the 
roof, which is thatch. The timber was 
given by government, and the work was 
done, in part by the people and in part 
by me. The moneyed expense was un- 
dertaken by me, although I had no funds 
in hand, and none in prospect for such a 
purpose. It seemed to me that the exi- 
gencies of the work imperatively called 
for the building, and I commenced it in 
faith, believing that God would in some 
way provide the means. As I had the 
sawyers and carpenters to pay, and saw 
the sum running up daily, I was sometimes" 
faint-hearted ; for it is with trembling | 
that I now enter on any new work in- 
volving the expenditure of money. But 
one day when the work was about two 
thirds done, a letter came up from town, 
post-marked London. It contained a 
draft for thirty pounds, contributed by a 
few friends in England to aid me in my 
work. Iwas quiteovercome. Praise the 
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Lord. He knew my wants and sent help 
at the right time. 
Hopeful Prospects. 

I had some delightful seasons preach- 
ing in that vicinity, but I have not time 
to give details. I think there will soon 
be a church raised up there. One Geck- 
ho woman, baptized by me last May, was 
recently married and moved into that 
village, the only baptized person there ; 
but several, I trust, are not far from the 
kingdom. 

Our chapel is 36 feet by 18, and has a 
room in one end of it for my accommoda- 
tion, going to and from the Geckhos and 
Shan land. The mountain harvests are 
now over; the streams are greatly les- 
sened; and I am preparing to go imme- 
diately to the Geckho country. I have 
heard from the Shwa-naughee chief, that 
the camp ground for our contemplated 
meeting is already prepared,* and we 
look for a great gathering. May the 
Lord be with us there. 


Solicitude—The Great Want. 

Ihave had some solicitude about the 
work of the Shan mission this year, on 
account of the very high rates of ex- 
change, and the limited appropriation of 
the Executive Committee, after taking 
out the specific donations for printing 
Shan tracts. Next rains I want to call 
down from the Geckhos and Padoungs a 
goodly number of young men, that they 
may learn to read the Bible, and pre- 
pare themselves to become teachers and 
preachers. 

Do send all you can consistently with 
the claims of others. We ought to be 
_ able to enlarge our operations every 
where, instead of curtailing them. 
“What we want now in our missions is 
_ enterprise and energy, together with 
prayer. 

We have the truth ; we have good men; 
we have a variety of agencies, all good 
in their place; we have resources. 
What we want now is earnestness— 
power. God will give his Spirit to them 
who lay themselves out for Him. It is 

*See Mag.—for May, p. 134. 
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astonishing, how much a single, feeble 
man can do, when he lays himself out for 
it, trusting in God for such things as he 
cannot do himself, and expecting that 
God will work with him, so long as he 
continues to work within the limits of Di- 
vine promise. 
Call for Enlargement. 


Instead of confining ourselves to some 
narrow sphere, or attempting to cultivate 
a small patch of ground, for fear tliat we 
shall not have strength to do more and 
do it well, we ought to “lengthen our 
cords,” we ought to strike out far and 
wide—to break forth on every hand, to 
plunge into the very heart of a country, 
and take it all in the name of our Sove- 
reign. “If we abide in Christ and his 
words abide in us,” our ability will have 
no other limit than that which we put to 
it. Our strength, our resources will be 
like the widow’s barrel of meal and cruse 
of oil. Weare “straitened,” but never 
in the Lord—always in ourselves. The 
oil was not stayed, until there was no ves- 
sel found to receive it. Had the widow 
provided more vessels, she would doubt- 
less have hadmore oil. There is no limit 
to the Divine resources. Those who at- 
tempt great things for Jesus, may with- 
out any presumption expect great things. 
According to our faith it is unto us, and 
will be. 

Such Herculean labors as were per- 
formed by Calvin, Wesley, Carey, and 
Judson, and a host of others, can be ac- 
counted for only on the ground that, un- 
der the influence of a mighty faith, they 
laid themselves out for God and He 
worked with them. The widow’s vessels 
were filled to the very last, and more were 
called for, but were not found. So all 
our efforts to extend the cause of Christ, 
made in sincere faith and prayer, with a 
single eye to the glory of that Redeemer, 
will be filled with Divine energy and ef- 
fectiveness. It is a wonder that we work 
on so narrow a scale, when the promise is 
so unlimited. Ask what we will, so long 
as the words of Christ dwell in us, and it 
shall be granted. O unbelief! that 
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great, universal, besetting sin of the 
church! When will it be cast out ? 

But one word further about our nar- 
row policy. Do we not lose much by tak- 
ing up a small piece of ground, and try- 
ing to cultivate it too thoroughly, to make 
it a perfect garden, as it were, before tak- 
ing up another plot. Take an example: 


‘Two Modes of Cultivating. 


Two men go into the wilderness to 
make themselves farms. They are equal 
in strength and resources. One makes 
up his mind to take up only just so far as 
he can cultivate thoroughly, that is, just 
so far as he can remove every old tree 
and stump, root and branch, and bring 
every foot of soil to immediate fruitful- 
ness. The man works diligently; no 
fault can be found with him; still the plat 
of ground cleared by him must be very 
small indeed. 

The other resolves to cut down the 
trees, and burn over and bring under 
seed just as much as possible, without 
stopping to cut down every old stub, re- 
move every old windfall or dig up every 
stump, trusting to time to do this for him. 
His fields will not be so agreeable to 
walk over, to look upon, and he will lose 
some soil occupied by these old trunks 
and stumps; but he will gain vastly more 
in the numerous acres which he has been 
able to bring under, and time will help 
him, so that in a few years these logs and 
stumps will be so decayed that it will be 
easy to remove them, and his fields will 
be as fair and clear as those of his neigh- 
bors. 

While the one rejoices over his hun- 
dreds of acres, all in good condition, the 
other looks disappointedly over his tens, 
in no better condition than those of his 
neighbor. The difference is simply in 
policy. We are in danger in heathen 
lands, of trying to carry our cultivation 
to too high a standard. Coming hither 
as we do with the fruits of long and fruit- 
ful culture,—with the refinements of a 
highly wrought civilization, we are im- 
patient to see here the same large, ripe 
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have reached in the process of centuries 
can be produced here in a very few years; 
that we can engraft the civilization of 
the West on the gnarled and enfeebled 
growths of the East, and thus leap over 
centuries. Vainexpectation! It is con- 
trary to all analogy and all experience. 
Presidents of colleges and professors in 
our more advanced schools would be in 
great danger of going too fast and too 
high, were they made the teachers of in- 
fant schools. If they were to succeed 
well in such a service, it would be through 
great care and great thoughtfulness. 

No one would think of introducing a 
college course of study into any of our 
primary schools. There must be time for 
the young mind to mature. It must be 
a growth, not a process of stuffing. It 
must be nature’s own work, not a system 
of hot-house pressure. There must be 
much of primary study and preparation, 
before the mind can grapple with great 
sciences and abstruse speculations. 


Peculiarity of Heathen Culture. 

So.must it be in all our Asiatic mis- 
sions, especially with these wild mountain 
tribes, who have not even a written lan- 
guage. They are the merest children in 
knowledge, and must be dealt with as 
such; nor can they be forced to a manly 
growth. It is vain to think of giving such 
persons a university education, partieu- 
larly on heathen soil, and it is doubtful 
whether any of them any where can bear 
such an education. The whole man must 
be educated or there will be a break- 
down somewhere, and this cannot be done 
in four or six years. 

Here, I think, we may find the secret | 
of the failure of nearly all the best edu- 
cated natives of this country, particularly 
those who have learned the English lan- 
guage. They have not breadth enough 
to sustain the elevation, and hence soon- 
er or later topple over. 

The Work of the Missionary. 

There is danger of our losing sight of 
the great object of all our missionary op- 
erations, viz., the salvation of the soul,— 


fruits. We seem to think that what we 


of confining our thoughts too much to thé 


172 


things which are seen and temporal, rath- 
er than the things which are unseen and 
eternal. 

The men of the world are coming to 
recognize the fruits of missionary toil. 
There are very few indeed among the 
European residents of India, who do not 
contribute more or less to the cause of 
missions, because they see that their fruit 
is great and good; still these men see 
only the earthly side of these results. 
We should look beyond these worldly 
fruits, to the results which are to be 
reached in the unfoldings of the great 
future. 

Civilization and education are sure to 
follow in the wake of Christianity; but 
Christianity should never slacken her 
pace to help either civilization or educa- 
tion along. Let us do all -we can to give 
impetus to both as we pass along; but let 
us press on with all possible speed with 
the gospel chariot, until the forces of the 
Gentiles are brought in. Christianity, 
once planted, will create its own educa- 
tional forces, and all the stumps and 
trunks of trees in the great harvest-field, 
will, in the process of time, give way. 

The great end to be sought by us now 
in our pioneer missionary work, is a 
knowledge of the word of God on the 
part of these children of the forests. 
That education is called for and should 
be given, which will build up the people 
in the knowledge of the Scriptures. If 
anything more is done, it should be only 
as a side work, without tarrying. We 
are not here to benefit men simply in 
this world. Our work is to prepare men 
for the life that is to come. 

* IfI had no other end in view than civ- 
ilization and education, I should not have 
a motive power that would sustain me for 
a single monthin this country. Nothing 
short of the salvation of the soul—eternal 
life, could furnish a motive powerful 
enough to keep me in Burmah. There- 
fore I bend all my energies and resources 
to this one grand result—the salvation of 
the soul, and its establishment in the 
truths of the Bible. 


Assam Mission.— Letter from Mr. Bronson. 


[June, 


Here “the feeble” are “as David.” But 
if we lose sight of this grand object, and 
spend our strength to build up the people 
simply in the things which pertain to 
this life, however good they may be, we 
are like Samson shorn of his locks,—left 
to our native strength which is weakness 
indeed. 
Glances Towards Home. 


We rejoice to see the steadfastness and 
liberality of the churches in these times 
of great trial. They have done nobly to 
supply the wants of the treasury so well, 
when they have such heavy demands at 
home. God will give prosperity to his 
people, who thus devise liberal things at 
great cost for His cause. 

There is still a dark cloud covering all 
our hopes in the western horizon. ‘To us 
at this distance, it does not show even a 
“silver lining.” God's sun paints no em- 
erald beauties on the clouds that pour out 
only bloody rain. The night of war re- 
veals few stars of hope. 

We are just entering the week of 
prayer. Many petitions will be put np, 
in both hemispheres, for our dear coun- 
try. May it be in “a time accepted.” 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 
State of the Church. 


Nowgong, Jan. 7, 1865.— The new 
year has again opened upon us under 
circumstances of interest. At the new 
year’s meeting of our native disciples 
there seemed to be a good feeling of love 
and union, and a growing sense of re- 
sponsibility in making personal effort to 
promote the spread of the gospel. We 
cannot say as Peter did, Master, we have 
toiled all the night and have taken noth- 
ing. God has given us varying success 
from year to year. 

We can look back upon a number 
here who have through this mission been 
brought to Christ, and who have sung 
the conqueror’s song in the dying hour. 


In this work I find Divine support. 


Others live, to adorn their profession 
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among the heathen, and others are still 
being gathered into the gospel net. 


Baptism of a Miri and Mikir. 

Last Sabbath we had the pleasure of 
planting two interesting young men in 
the likeness of our Saviour’s death, and 
of seeing them sit down with us in the 
evening to commemorate the dying love 
of the Redeemer. 

One of these young men is a Miri, be- 
longing to a numerous tribe in Assam. 
The other is a Mikir, from one of the vil- 
lages of the plain, and is a member of the 
normal school. Soon after his baptism, 
some of the Mikirs came down and great- 
ly blamed him for embracing Christiani- 
ty; but he seems firm and unshaken. 
He says he does not want this world’s 
riches or good things, but he does wish 
to know the word of God, that he may 
teach it to his countrymen. The Miri 
lives out in the village with his father-in- 
law, Bhokat, our Christian villager, and 
will, I trust, strengthen our interest there. 

Helpers Required. 

I seem to hear Jesus saying, “Launch 
out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a draught.” But it is known that 
in those old fishing-boats on the sea of 
Gallilee, one man alone could not man 
them. Josephus tells us that these boats 
were attended by four or five men each. 
When God commands the nets to be 
let down for a draught, isit not our part to 
have men enough on the ground to let 
them down and haul them in, after He 
has done his part in inclining their hearts 
to enter? Christ raised Lazarus, but 
He did not roll away the stone; man 
could do that. 

This leaves Mrs. Bronson and myself 
in better health, with our hands and 
hearts full and more than full. Our as- 
sociates, the Scotts, were getting on well 
in the Mikir hills, when we last heard. 


Words of a Native Preacher. 

Jan 22, 1865.—Our native brother, 
Bhubon, ran in from his field to see us 
last week. He preached for me yester- 
day inthe chapel. There is an unction 
and soul in his words that we seldom see 
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in a native. Addressing this church, of 
which he isa member, he said, “Brothers, 
I see you and your families all happy 
here, in the society of the missionaries. 
Cannot I do so too? Why should I and 
my wife and little boy live out in the 
jungles among idolaters, who would give 
me no help*in trouble and sickness ? 
But O, how could I answer it to God, 
who has put upon me this work? Bro- 
thers, we are Christ’s merchants, his 
traders. He has put funds into our 
hands, and told us to trade for Him. If 
we hold the money and don’t use it, He 
will take it away and give it to those 
who will trade for Him. Our Christian 
teachers have come from America and 
brought us the seed of the gospel. , Now, 
our work is to take it and cast it into the 
ground all over Assam. They have done 
their duty; now let each one of us do 
ours.” 

He has a tact, and ready talent, in 
working his way among the people, and 
feels confident that God has a blessing in 
store for Assam. He has a ready com- 
mand of language, and is a natural, pow- 
erful speaker. May God keep him hum- 
ble, and make him as “a polished shaft 
in his quiver.” My heart rejoices to see 
these boys of the old orphan school rising 
up to do the work of the Lord. 


TIE CHIU MISSION. 

LETTER FROM MR. JOHNSON. 

Baptism of an Aged Man. 
Swatow, Jan. 13, 1865.—The year has 
opened most propitiously with us. On 
Sunday, the first day of the year, we re- 
ceived into the church an interesting old 
man from near Tangleng. He has been, 
it would seem, a worshipper of Jehovah 
for more than two years, the only one in 
his village, and consequently 4 man 
“wondered at.”” He was brought to the 
knowledge of the truth through the in- 
strumentality of Chai Ki. He has been 
for a long time desirous to receive bap- 
tism, but has never been able before to 
make his arrangements to be with us, 
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He is a very interesting, simple-minded 
old man, and most fervent in his faith. 
He was praising and praying earnestly all 
the time of his baptism, and has literally 
gone on his way rejoicing. I never went 
down into the water with more satisfac- 
tion with any one. May this be the first 
fruit of a glorious harvest to be gathered 
in this year. We cannot but regard it 
as asign and a token of what the Blessed 
Master is to do with us and for us this 
year. 


SIAM MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. 8. J. SMITH. 


The New Chapel. 

Bangkok, Siam, Jan. 6, 1865.—Our 
new church and the school rooms in its 
basement are being advantageously used. 
The building is known as the “Union 
Church,” and the “Union Seminary.” 
Our congregations on the Sabbath are 
very good. Mrs. Smith has an interest- 
ing school. Our work accumulates on 
our hands. Many hear the gospel. May 
the Holy Spirit make its powerful, its ef- 
fective, and its saving impressions upon 
the masses of the people, of every race 
in this land. We toil and we pray in 
hope. 

LETTER FROM MR. CHILCOTT. 
Arrival in Bangkok. 

Bangkok, Jan. 4, 1865.—I am very 
happy to announce our safe arrival at 
the “Promised Land,” and that we all 
find it a better land than the “spies” sent 
before had reported. We reached our 
destination on Christmas eve, fourteen 
days from Hongkong, all well and in good 
spirits, and devoutly grateful to Him 
whose goodness and mercy have followed 
us over the wide waters, and whose right 
hand is leading and upholding us in these 
uttermost partsofthe earth. Brn. Smith 


and Chandler gave us a cordial wel- 
come. 


Br. Chandler publishes a weekly paper 
called the “Siam Times,” and besides 
does job-work and some Siamese print- 
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ing. The paper has just entered upon 
the seventh month of its existence. 
The Chinese Church. 

We find the remnants of the old Chi- 
nese church here, but exactly in what 
condition, time will more fully develop. 
Last Sabbath we held “communion” with 
them, and I think eleven sat down to the 
table of the Lord. Br. Smith has one or 
two [Chinese] in the pale of his church, 
besides several half castes, Siamo-Chi- 
nese. We brought a native assistant 
from Swatow, and he lives in the Wat 
Ko Chinese chapel and has daily services. 
We have Chinese worship here on the 
mission compound every morning, and 
preaching at the chapel on the Sabbath. 
I find br. Ashmore’s old teacher here, and 
shall avail myself of his services. 

Labors of the Siamese Department. 

Br. Smith has accomplished much, in 
the erection of a fine new chapel at a 
cost of $5,000, which is all paid for, part- 
ly by subscription. It is to be used for 
English services at eleven o’clock A. M., 
and for Siamese in the afternoon. Mrs. 
Smith also has a school in the basement, 
with thirty or forty pupils in attendance. 

The Field of the Mission. 

I like the looks of things here much 
better than I anticipated. A wonderful 
change has taken place here, Dr. Dean 
says, since he left the city. Just at pres- 
ent there is an excitement in the rice 
market, and the king has forbidden any 
being exported for the next six months, 
as he anticipates a famine, owing to the 
extremely dry season just closed. All 
kinds of provisions are very high for this 
market. This, it is thought, will be only 
a temporary thing. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. SCHEVE. 
Church Constituted at Herford. 

A new church was organized at Her- 
ford Feb. 5 and 6, 1865, and God has 
granted us new evidence of his faithful- 
ness and love. 


On the Friday and Saturday preceding 
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the brethren came together from far and 
near, notwithstanding the severity of the 
weather. Many had not been able to 
meet together for several months, and 
these seasons are occasions of refreshing 
interest. You will have an idea of the 
scattered state of the Christians, when I 
inform you that the fifty-four disciples 
reside in five different States—Prus- 
sia, Lippe-Detmold, Schaumburg-Lippe, 
Chur-Hesse, and Hanover, and at nine- 
teen different outstations. Some aged 
brethren came on foot, walking twelve 
hours to reach the point. 


On Sabbath, A. M., br. Kobner preached 
from 1 Pet. 2:5—“Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sac- 
rifices, acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.” In the p. M., br. Bolzmann 
preached from Deut. 4: 9—“Take heed 
to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, 
lest thou forget the things which thine 
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 
thy heart all the days of thy life; but 
teach them to thy sons and thy sons’ sons.” 


Then followed a church meeting,—br. 
K®obner presiding. The brethren unan- 
imously agreed to walk according to the 
rules of Christ as an independent church. 
After singing a hymn, the moderator 
made a brief and clear explanation of 
the various offices in the church, the pas- 
tor’s, the teacher’s and the deacon’s, ex- 
horting the church to show practically 
whether they had chosen the brethren 

_ whom God had approved. “For,” said he, 
“we have nothing to choose; the Lord 
chooses, and we only fall in with the 
choice of God.” The brethren then elect- 
ed by ballot a pastor and deacon, who, 
by desire of the church, were immediate- 
ly set apart by the laying on of hands. 
The new church then gathered around 
the sacramental table and celebrated 
the death of the Lord. 

On Monday was held a love-feast. 
The Lord was graciously present. Great 
freedom was enjoyed; voluntary address- 


es and historical reminiscences filled the 
hearts of the brethren with joy. The 
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choir, though young, edified the assembly 
with beautiful hymns. 
Monthly Concert of Prayer. 

But the best came last. We recollect- 
ed that it was the hour of universal 
prayer, for it was the first Monday in the 
month ; and so we joined in the general 
supplication. During the prayer the 
Lord revealed Himself in a twofold man- 
ner, first in ourselves, by giving us his 
blessed peace in a rich manner, and then 
around us in the hearts of some of our 
unconverted children, who, penetrated 
by a sense of their sins, began to weep 
aloud. And, though we do not certain- 
ly know that they have found peace, yet 
we confidently hope for them. In view 
of every thing, we think it safe to believe 
that the Lord of hosts has sanctioned with 
his “Yea and Amen” the founding of 
our church, and that He will continue to 
give us his blessing. 


LETTER FROM MR. PENSKY. 


The Work Advancing. 


On the 9th of January we harvested 
the first fruits in a new place ; I baptized 
four souls in Schwelz. On this occasion, 
both before and after the baptism, I had 
opportunity to proclaim to a numerous 
assembly of the unconverted the blessed 
truths of the gospel. The Lord was not 
far from us, and many silent tears flowed. 
lt seems like the commencement of a 
fresh awakening. 

The next day, Jan. 10, a meeting was 
held at Slupp, at which the Lord attend- 
ed his word with a Divine influence. 
Among the hearers were a man and his 
wife who frequented the meetings here 
and elsewhere two years ago, but again 
grew careless; this evening they were 
aroused again, and with tears expressed 
their purpose to walk in the ways of the 
Lord. Many of their relations are 
church members, and they have diligent- 
ly remembered them at the throne of 
grace. Others in the audience said to 


one of the brethren—“The minister hag 
spoken truly. It is even so; we must be 
converted.” 
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During my last journey, which extend- 
ed from Jan. 17 to Feb. 3, I found some 
anxious at almost every station. Partic- 
ularly interesting was Graudentz, where 
I spent the Sabbath on the 22nd, and 
preached to a crowded assembly from 
Josh. 24: 15—“Choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve.” Every one seemed anx- 
ious to hear, and the Lord blessed his 
truth. Almost every eye was wet with 
tears. A man from the vicinity ex- 
pressed a great desire to have a meeting 
held at his house. We believe the Lord 
is going to do great things here. In the 
afternoon the interest was still greater. 
On the following days I visited Gogolin, 
Sery, Briefen, &c.; the prospects for the 
kingdom of God are every where promis- 


ing. 
New Fields—Opposer Silenced. 


On Sabbath the 29th, I was at Neu- 
bruch and Birglau, where I preached to 
full assemblies and administered the 
Lord’s Supper. Many besides the mem- 
bers had come from far and near. The 
next day I went to a new place, Fried- 
richsbruch, near Culm, designing to have 
a meeting, but was prevented because the 
magistrates refused a license. Though no 
invitations had been given by the friend 
with whom the meeting was to be held, 
about twenty-five came together, male 
and femaie, and quietly talked over in 
private the truths of God’s word on re- 
generation and conversion. These truths 
were set home to the hearts of some, 
and they lamented that they could not 
have asermon. When I had been con- 
versing with them an hour and a half, a 
a man rushed into the room, boasting that 
he and all the people in that region pos- 
sessed a living Christianity. After I had 
quieted him a little by various considera- 
tions, he said much more, and then left 
the astonished people with the words— 
“I will not contend any more. If the 
work is of God, it will stand; if it is of 
man, it will come to nought.” 

Many of those present remained till late 
in the evening to learn the way to God, 
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and in the most friendly manner they 
urged me to hold a meeting with them. . 
Tract Distribution Blessed. 

Early on the following day, after a 
blessed season spent in devotion, we jour- 
neyed to Foxdon, on the left bank of the 
Weichsel, in the province of Posen, to 
fulfil an appointment for a meeting. 
Hitherto we have had no members there, 
but some who seek the Lord and already 
indulge hope. I preached in the after- 
noon and the Lord was with us. In the 
evening the meeting was filled to over- 
flowing. The service was held in the 
house of a widow, kindly offered for the 
oceasion. After the meeting, tracts were 
eagerly received, and a donation was 
made by a few for the purchase of tracts. 
One man told me that in October last, 
when I held a meeting there the first 
time, he received from me the tract, “The 
Fool and his Shilling,” by which he was 
brought to reflection on his soul’s con- 
cerns, and from that hour he had aban- 
doned ardent spirits. Such things en- 
courage us to bear our testimony every- 
where of the things we have seen and 
heard. At this place I was surrounded 
till late at night by anxious inquirers. 
Some told me with joy that they could 
believe in Christ. 

The next day I made a lovely visit to 
other hungry souls, and then returned 
home, stopping at several stations, weary 
with running, walking, watching, con- 
tending, preaching, &c. 

Thanks be to God for his wonderful 
works among the perishing children of 
men. We expect greatthings. May we 
be ready to help forward the work. 


LETTER FROM MR. HAAG. 


Personal History of a Blind Preacher. 

In this my first report, I embrace the 
opportunity to mention a few items in 
my personal history. I was born Feb. 
16,1839. Iremained at home till I was 
thirteen years of age, at Rothenburg in 
Bavaria. I was educated too much to 
rest upon an outwardly virtuous life, but 
knew very little of the Saviour. Hence 
the many exhortations of my teachers 
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to be obedient and honest availed very 
little, and while very young I had fallen 
deeply into sin. But when I was thir- 
teen years old, and anxiously inquiring 
what calling I should choose for life, the 
Lord met me in a most impressive man- 
ner, and by an unskilful operation on my 
eyes, I lost my sight. 

After this accident I went to the house 
of my uncle, where meetings were held, 
and ere long my heart was moved and I 
felt that I needed a change. These im- 
pressions, however, soon vanished away, 
and I plunged more deeply into sin than 
ever. But in Dec. 1859, it pleased the 
Lord to show me that He knew how to 
humble the proud sinner under his 
mighty hand, and to bring him to Him- 
self. He brought me to see in what an 
abyss of sin I lay, and to feel that I de- 
served nothing but condemnation. At 
the same time He revealed Himself to 
me as a compassionate Saviour, pardoned 
my sins and gave me peace through his 
blood. 

The minister of the place where I lived, 
though orthodox in creed, was an uncon- 
verted man, and an enemy of Christians. 
I saw dimly, as in twilight, that the con- 
dition of the church was not in keeping 
with the word of God, and I felt that true 
believers could not belong to it; but it 
was some time before I saw this clearly. 


Among the Mennonites. 


I made a step in advance through my 
acquaintance with Christopher Hoffman, 
called “the friend of the Jews.” I en- 
tered his mission seminary, and soon un- 
der his direction became a travelling 
preacher in behalf of that cause. On 
one of my journeys I came providential- 
ly upon a Mennonite preacher, who, 
among other things, spoke to me very 
earnestly on the baptism of believers. 
1 soon perceived the truth on this point, 
and consequently the groundlessness of 
infant baptism. Still I desired further 
time for reflection. I wasat length fully 
convinced by the word of God that every 
believer, and of course that I also, was 
under obligation to obey the command to 

12 
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be baptized. But the Mennonites, as is 
well-known, hold to sprinkling or pour- 
ing, and I was received by pouring into 
their church. 


First Knowledge of the Baptists. 

About this time I became acquainted 
with writings which told me of the faith, 
the order and the mission of the Baptist 
churches. I became dissatisfied with my 
pouring, and I saw clearly that nothing 
but the immersion of believers could be 
properly denominated baptism. To 
this was added that those who were re- 
ceived into the Mennonite church, though 
grown up, were seldom converted; hence 
the church consisted mostly of unconvert- 
ed members. I had much, however, to al- 
lay my anxiety; the tempter seemed to 
say, “You were led into the church by 
Divine guidance ; the heart is every thing 
with God, not the form ; besides, you can 
do much good here,” as really my humble 
testimony had not been without fruit 
among the Mennonites. But when I 
turned to the law and the testimony, 
with these objections, my anxiety became 
so much the greater. Ifit was my pres- 
ent usefulness that held me, I saw that 
Gol by a single blow could bring me 
down for my unfaithfulness. 


Introduced to the sg in Zurich—Bap- 

In order to secure time for undisturbed 
reflection, in May, 1864, I took a journey 
into Switzerland, where I spent several 
weeks in the canton of Ziirich. On my 
inquiring for the Baptists, I was at last 
made acquainted through br. M., a paint- 
er, with the Baptist church in Ziirich, 
and gladly betook myself to their meet- 
ings. I visited br. Harnisch,* and accom- 
panied him on a journey to the outsta- 
tions. The faith and practice of the 
church was my own. I felt at home no- 
where but among the brethren ; and soon 
with longing desire I looked forward to 
the day when I should follow the Lord 
in baptism and become a member of the 
church. It was one of the happiest days 


*Mr. Harnisch is pastor of the Baptist church 
of Ziirich. [Ed. Mag. 
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of my life when, on the 24th of July, in 
Ziirich, I confessed my Lord in the pres- 
ence of his people and was received into 
his church in a covenant never to be for- 
gotten. The brethren, discovering the 
bumble talents which the Lord has given 
me, looked upon me as a helper, and, at 
the church meeting in October, 1864, ven- 
tured to appoint nre as their missionary. 


Missionary Journeys. 

The last quarter I made three journeys 
of about four weeks each. In each of 
these journeys, guided by the good Shep- 
herd, I visited sixteen or seventeen 
places, and held from thirty to thirty-five 
meetings; and, blessed be God, many an 
anxious soul was comforted, the feeble 
were confirmed, the careless awakened, 
and some sinners found forgiveness 


through the blood of the Lamb. My ap- 
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parently helpless condition has attracted 
not a few, in various places, to hear me, 
and many doors have been opened to me 
to speak the praise of the precious Sa- 
viour to those who hitherto have been 
far from Him. 


Travelling Without a Guide. 


My most hearty thanks are due to God 
and to those who in great love have lent 
me a helping hand; for I have always 
been well taken care of, and have been 
able to travel many miles by stage, steam- 
boat and railroad, without any one to 
guide me. I have had interesting con- 
versations with many fellow-travellers 
and I hope they have not been in vain. 
As I look back upon the past, I am deep- 
ly humbled by the goodness of God, and 
stimulated to new faithfulness and zeal. 


MISCELLANY. 


MR. ONCKEN’S VISIT TO ST. PETERS- 
BURG. 


In the Magazine for July, 1864, p. 275, some 
account is given of the missionary efforts in 
Russia, undertaken by our German brethren 
and the intimation is made that br. Oncken 
had proposed, if circumstances in Divine Prov- 
idence should favor, to visit that country. In 
the Magazine for April, 1865, pp. 108, 109, in- 
formation is communicated in a letter by Mr. 
Lehmann that br. Oncken made the contempla- 
ited tour, leaving Memel, the easternmost town 
in Prussia, Oct. 25th. In a paper published in 
Hamburg, we find the following account of the 
_journey and its results. 


“T left Memel on 25th Oct., via Tilsit 
and Kowno, for St. Petersburg, per steam- 
‘er, accompanied by br. Niemetz. We 
were hospitably entertained for a night 
by brethren at Tilsit, where late at night 
we met a little band of disciples, to whom 
‘we expounded the word of the Lord, and 
‘with whom we joined in worshipping our 
risen Lord. I took br. Niemetz, pastor 
-of the church at Memel, with me, because 
the converts in Courland are all members 
of the church under his care, so that he 
is perfectly acquainted with the move- 


ment from its very origin, to which we 
anticipated frequent references would be 
made by the advisers of the Emperor, 
whom we expected to see on our arrival 
at St. Petersburg. 

“We reached the Russian frontiers at 
Kowno on the 27th. The journey to this 
place was very tedious and unpleasant, 
as the steamer which conveyed us was 
both very small and very dirty, without 
any accommodation. Besides this, it was 
crowded with Jews and Gentiles in the 
most dilapidated condition. We were, 
however, amply compensated for the lit- 
tle self-denial we had subjected ourselves 
to by taking this cheaper route instead . 
of taking the train at Konigsberg. The 
Lord had graciously assigned work for us 
among the passengers on board. Br. 
Niemetz supplied not only a considerable 
number of deck passengers with excellent 
tracts, but in our little miserable cabin 
we were permitted to make known a free 
and full salvation through faith in Christ, 
to a highly interesting Jewish merchant 
and a young lady, a nominal Lutheran, 
from Kowno. Both listened with pro- 
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found attention, and we found that our 
labors among the troops engaged in the 
war with Denmark had in their effects 
reached as far as Kowno in Russia, inas- 
much as this young lady had received one 
of the tracts circulated in the army by 
one of our colporteurs, the contents of 
which had evidently made deep impres- 
sions on her mind. 

“On our arrival at Kowno we were 
surrounded by a swarm of dirty Jews in 
tattered garments, offering to carry us in 
their wretched droskies to the railway 
station. After bargaining for a long 
time we found ourselves on the way to 
the station, and when within a stone’s 
throw, our drivers told us (for we had to 
take two droskies, being so exceedingly 
small) that we would have to drive back 
to the town to present ourselves at the 
police-office! We had, therefore, no op- 
tion, but to pay another fare back to 
Kowno. On reaching the police-office at 
4 Pp. M., we were told that everybody was 
then asleep, and that there would be no- 
body in attendance till six o'clock; we 
had, therefore, to wait two long hours. 
We stepped, therefore, into a café, when 
br. Niemetz remembered the name of a 
carpenter who had been reported to him 
as seeking after the truth. After some 
inquiry we found the man and his wife, 
who both received us with great cordial- 
ity. From them we learned that a sister 
from the church at Memel was on board 
her husband’s barge in the harbor. 
A messenger was forthwith despatched to 
inform the above sister of our arrival, and 
in less than half an hour we had the 
pleasure of greeting her. We enjoyed 
then some precious moments together in 
reading and expounding the word of the 
Lord, and joining in prayer at a throne 
of grace. 

Finally we found the police-oflice 
open; but on our entrance three gentle- 
men, instead of attending to their busi- 
ness, were seated round a card-table 
with a pack of cards in their hands. 
They took no notice of us, but proceeded 
as if card-playing had been their official 
calling. After a little while the superior 
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stepped in, and seeing the occupation of 
these three gentlemen, snatched the 
cards out of their hands and threw them 
down, uttering words in a loud voice in 
Russ, which I did not understand. After 
one of the card-players had examined my 
passport very leisurely for some time, he 
said, ‘You must have a government 
(meaning a Russian) passport.’ This, 
however, I declined, and when he de- 
manded the reason, I replied, ‘Because 
in the first place I need not take a Rus- 
sian passport ; secondly, I will not; and 
thirdly, if you make any difficulties, I shall 
apply to the American ambassador to see 
after this matter.’ The official was then 
as quiet as a mouse, gave me the visa, 
for which I paid, and after having se- 
cured two other signatures, and as many 
more Russian eagles, for all of which, of 
course, we had to pay, we proceeded to 
another police-office in another part of 
the town, where two additional signa- 
tures and eagles were added, so that we 
had five signatures and as many eagles 
on our passport at Kowno. 

“At ten o’clock in the evening we final- 
ly left Kowno by rail for St. Petersburg, 
and after a very cold night and a dreary, 
cold day, and passing through a dreary, 
thinly inhabited country, we reached the 
imperial capital the following evening, 
28th Oct. At the station a dear brother 
(Plonus) awaited us, which was a great 
comfort to us, as we were soon beset by 
at least a dozen drivers of sleighs and 
droskies, offering their services and try- 
ing to tear our bags from our grasp. Br. 
Plonus, however, understood the native 
languages, and delivered us out of our 
difficulty, and in less than half an hour 
we were in comfortable quarters at br. 
P.’s lodgings. We had been hardly seat- 
ed to take tea, when in the adjoining 
room we had a tangible proof of the fact 
that Russian coldness and want of music 
had not been able to destroy or even im- 
pair the passion of the German mind for 
singing ; eight or ten voices joined in 
sweet harmony. 

“Our spirits were tly refreshed by 
these proofs of love from kindred spirits, 


180 


and after a little we saw both brethren 
and sisters in the Lord, and being hearti- 
ly welcomed by them, ‘we took courage.’ 

“30. Lord’s day.—Br. Niemetz conduct- 
ed the service at our lodgings in the 
morning, and Lin the evening. At the 
evening service we had a few strangers 
besides the Baptist brethren and the can- 
didates for baptism. We enjoyed a 
sweet day of rest in communion with our 
risen Lord and with a number of His 
children. 

“31.—Visited br. Hoskins, pastor of 
the British and American Independent 
church, who invited me to give an 
address at their evening service on 
Wednesday, Nov. 2d. During the day 
I made several calls on English mer- 
chants and the *American ambassador, 
who gave me a cordial reception and a 
letter of introduction to the Minister of 
the Interior. In the evening I met a 
highly interesting assembly of Christians 
from different classes of society, among 
them gentlemen sustaining high offices 
under the government, members of the 
Lutheran, the German and Dutch Re- 
formed churches, the English Indepen- 
dent, and even the National Greek 
church. We met with a fraternal re- 
ception from all, and I was requested to 
conduct the religious services for the 
evening. Upwards of thirty persons 
were present. The members of this truly 
“evangelical alliance” meet together in 
their private dwellings every Monday 
evening, for united prayer for the Lord’s 
blessing on the spread of the gospel, read- 
ing the Scriptures and missionary intel- 
ligence, after which a collection is made 
for missionary ebjects. The services last 
fully an hour and a half, after which most 
of the brethren and sisters remain to tea. 
During our five weeks’ stay at St. Peters- 
burg we were cordially invited to all 
these services, and ] was on every occa- 
sion requested to conduct the services 
and to give an address. A number of 
ladies also attended, and on one occasion, 
at the conclusion of the services, I was 
closely questioned by them on the sub- 
ject of baptism and the organization of 
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our churches, which led to an animated 
discussion. 

“Our connection with these dear Chris- 
tians has been to ourselves a source of 
the richest spiritual enjoyment, and will 
prove, I trust, the divinely appointed in- 
strumentality by which much of the odi- 
um which, through the clergy of all State 
churches on the continent, is unjustly 
east upon us, as being narrow-minded 
bigots, will be repudiated at least in Rus- 
sia. If we had achieved nothing else 
through our mission to St. Petersburg 
than the opportunity of preaching the 
pure, unconditional gospel among these 
brethren and forming a band of holy un- 
ion with them, our efforts would be amply 
compensated. We also learned that 
some of them have united with several 
believers in the Russian National Greek 
church for the purpose of circulating the 
new translation of the New Testament in 
the Russian tongue, and that their efforts 
are crowned with the most encouraging 
success. Illness prevented me from at- 
tending one of their committee meetings, 
to which I had been invited. Upwards 
of 200,000 copies of the New Testament 
have been sold since the present emperor 
has given the impulse to this glorious 
work. j 

“From the 4th to the 11th Nov. we 
were in daily attendance on Count Sie- 
vers, the president of the Ministry for 
the Interior ; but it was not till the latter 
date that we succeeded in obtaining an 
audience. It was between eleven and 
twelve o’clock in the forenoon. The re- 
ception was frank and open, and we were 
requested to be seated. We had just 
commenced our conversation, when the 
vice-president of the same ministry en- 
tered and took a seat. Both these gen- 
tlemen are by birth Russian nobles and 
members of the Nationalchurch. Count 
Sievers opened the conversation by say- 
ing, ‘Gentlemen, there is only one diffi- 
culty in the way of your sect being ac- 
knowledged, and that is, that you are 
making proselytes, which is not allowed 
in Russia. Everybody can believe here 
what they like, and worship God in ac- 
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,cordance with their faith (creed), but 
proselyting is strictly prohibited.” He 
then complained of the secret meetings 
which had been held in Courland, and 
that the people who had joined us there 
could give no reason for having done so. 

. After br. Niemetz had refuted these 
charges, and referred to the imperial ukase 
of August 8th, 1863, in which our relig- 
jous meetings had been represented as not 
illegal by the Imperial Senate, I followed 
him by replying to the charge of prosely- 
ting. I said, ‘Your Excellence, every- 
thing depends on what you understand 
by proselyting; if the charge brought 
against us means that our primary object 
is to put people under water, we repu- 
diate the charge. We Baptists give to 
baptism a different place in theology from 
almost all other sects. We do not hold 
that it is necessary to get to heaven; we 
believe it has no connection with it, and 
if a person came to me wishing to be bap 
tized in order to get to heaven, I would 
not comply with such a request. We 
hold that simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his finished work saves the 
soul; and we believe that God has called 
us to preach this great truth among the 
mitlions throughout Europe who have re- 
jected all revealed truth, and who form a 
most dangerous element to all good gov- 
ernments. Our primary object is, there- 
fore, to win souls to Christ. Thousands 
who have been thus won have not joined 
our community; that, however, some 
should join us, and that these are wel- 
comed by us, is a matter of course.” 

“I then proceeded to give a brief 
sketch of our missionary labors general- 
ly, and what we had done, especially dur- 
ing the last war between Germany and 
Denmark. To this both gentlemen lis- 
tened with apparent interest, and it ap- 
peared to me that more than once the 
eyes of the count began to moisten. I 
then defended the Baptists from the 
charge of ignorance, and said it was well 
known that no other denomination was 
better versed in the Scriptures than the 

Baptists, and that it was proverbial that 

we have always a string of passages at our 
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fingers’ ends. I then pointed to the sad 
effects of forcing men to adopt religious 
creeds against their convictions, and 


_ closed by stating that I was as certain re- 


ligious liberty would prevail in Russia as 
I was of my existence, and that the free 
development of our denomination would 
prove a rich blessing to this country, and 
closed finally by rather a bold assertion, 
that should the Imperial Government at- 
tempt to put down the Baptists in Poland 
and Russia by force, they would find it 
a severe task to extinguish a purely relig- 
ious movement. This was, however, pre- 
faced by a few words, assuring the Count 
that what I was about to say was not for 
want of the highest veneration, either for 
his Imperial Majesty or his high advisers ; 
for the Bible, which taught us to acknowl- 
edge no king over ofr conscience but 
Christ, taught us at the same time to hon- 
or and obey the powers that be. The 
Count then promised to introduce us as 
early as possible to the Minister of the 
Interior, and we left.” 


On the 19th of November, Mr. Oncken left a 
letter at the house of Count Sievers, requesting 
him to procure the promised interview with the 
Minister of the Interior. On the 24th he called 
on the Count, but did not see him. On the 
25th,—the narration proceeds— 

“Br. von Ark accompanied us to the 
Count at eleven in the morning. After 
waiting an hour, we were fortunate 
enough to have an interview. He told 
us the old story over again, that proselyt- 
ing was not permitted in Russia, and 
that our interview with the Minister of 
the Interior would have no influence on 
the final decision in our case. He prom- 
ised, however, to see the Minister on 
Lord’s-day, and that he would inform us 
when we might see him. The Count was 
throughout affable and very open, and 
said that he and the Minister of the Inte- 
rior had made up their mind on the sub- 
ject; but the final decision lay in the 
hands of the Senate and the emperor. 
From all he said, I concluded that these 
two gentlemen are for our brethren being 
permitted to exist, under certain restric- 
tions. 
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“Nov. 27, Lord’s-day.—We conducted 
two services .at br. Plonus’ house. Br. 
N officiated in the morning, when 
none but our own people were present, 
and in the evening I expounded Matt. 
xxv. 1—13, the parable of the ten virgins, 
when the attendance was much better, 
there being upwards of a dozen strangers. 
Had interesting conversations with sever- 
al individuals after the service. 

“The Count had promised to let us 
know to-day when we should have the 
interview with the Minister, but, alas ! 
no message came. We sang the praises 
of our Immanuel till nearly midnight, but 
it was impossible to sleep, as in a publie- 
house beneath the floor where we lodge 
the Russians were singing and dancing. 
The dancing resembled in its effect on 
the massive house the application of a 
powerful machine by which some dozens 
of heavy hammers are set in motion. I 
was told that the dance of the common 
Russians is chiefly executed with the heel ; 
and as their feet are not shod with danc- 
ing pumps, but with heavy, rough boots, 
it may be fancied what those have to en- 
dure who are so unfortunate as to reside 
in the same building, and who have not 
Russian nerves to endure such a torture. 

“Our good br. Plonus lost, however, at 
last, all patience, and gave half-a-dozen 
such powerful stamps on the floor, with I 
know not what instrument, that the bar- 
barous noise below ceased soon after- 
wards. 

“28.— Sent another letter to Count 
Sievers, requesting him to say when we 
could be introduced to the Minister. The 
answer was verbally given to br. Plonus 
— to-morrow or next day.’ 

“Dec. 1.—No intelligence from the 
Count. Several of the Lutheran and Re- 
formed brethren visited me, among them 
Zenevabar von Ark and Salmen. Zen- 
evabar spent two delightful hours with 
me, and gave me a very graphic descrip- 
tion of the National Church and the re- 
ligious feelings of the nation. 

“2.—Called on the American ambassa- 
dor to inquire if he could present a let- 
ter from us to the emperor, which he 
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declined, but was otherwise very friend-. 
ly. On my return to our lodgings, I 
found that we had been summoned to 
Count Sievers. We hastened to obey, 
and in a quarter of an hour a sleigh set 
us down at his residence. The Count 
soon made his appearance, when he once - 
more spoke upon the topics which had 
been fully replied to in our former inter- 
views, viz., proselyting, the ignorance 
of our converts, &c. He touched on 
these things in perfect good humor, and 
then said: ‘Gentlemen, the best advice I 
can give you is to return home, as your 
further stay in St. Petersburg can only 
injure your cause, whilst it places us in 
an unpleasant position, inasmuch as all 
kinds of rumors are afloat about you, and 
everybody inquires, “What do these gen- 
tlemen want in St. Petersburg?”’ He 
assured us that he entertained friendly 
feelings towards us, and, was also in favor 
of religious liberty. By the latter the 
Count means that all sécts may exist in 
Russia, but that none are permitted to 
make converts. .We replied, that hav- 
ing done what we could, in making the 
long journey at this inclement season of 
the year, for the purpose of presenting 
to his Majesty the grateful thanks of the 
German Baptist Mission for the imperial 
ukase dated October 8th, 1863, in which 
the full exercise of worshipping God was 
given to our brethren in a section of 
Courland, and having offered our services 
to give any information the government 
might require as to the doctrines, the 
practices, and the history of our denomi- 
nation, it was our intention to leave ear- 
ly in the ensuing week. He then took 
leave of us in a very courteous manner. 

“3.—On our arrival at St. Petersburg, 
we found four immersed believers, two 
from the church at Memel, one from 
the church at Stettin, and one from Cour- 
land. Besides these, eight persons have 
expressed their desire to be immersed on 
a profession of their faith in Christ. Dur- 
ing our five weeks’ stay, we had ample 
time and opportunity to become acquaint- 
ed with them. Seven of the candidates 
fully satisfied us that the Saviour had 
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begun a good work in them, and that 
they founded their hope for pardon and 
eternal life solely on the blood and right- 
eousness of Christ. These I buried with 
Christ in baptism at the dead hour of 
the night, between 12 and 1 o'clock, and 
thus the first administration of the Lord’s 
ordinance was accomplished in the im- 
perial capital of Russia, by which the 
two great facts of our redemption are so 
beautifully set forth—our death in and 
with our Substitute, and our life in and 
with Him. 

“Monday morning, Dec. 5th, we left 
St. Petersburg. ‘Travelled the whole of 
that day and the following night, and 
safely crossed the Prussian frontiers on 
the 6th, when I called out to br. N " 
‘Now let us sing a “Te Deum” to the 
Lord.’” 


THE GERMAN GHURCHES IN SOUTH 
AFRICA, 

The German church at Hanover, near 
the Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, 
numbers 132 members. Aug. 1, 1864, 18 
were baptized. The church at Frank- 
fort numbers 40 members. The three 
German Baptist churches in Africa have 
lately been consolidated into one and are 
in entire harmony. The three pastors 
resigned their offices, and the brethren 
are desirous of receiving an able minister 
from Germany. ‘They propose to pay 
his passage to Africa and to do allin their 
power towards his support. A brother 
has been elected at each of the four sta- 
tions, whose office it is to preach and ad- 
minister the ordinances, and attend to 
the general order of things. Each of 
these brethren also takes care of several 
outstations. The members propose to 
erect houses for public worship; they 
have hitherto met only in private dwell- 
ings.— Missionsblatt. 


THE ORDEAL IN OLD CALABAR. 

Ordeals and divination in Calabar par- 
take of the nature of idolatrous objects, 
inasmuch as their design is to scrutinize 
the future and discover the secrets of the 
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heart ; whereas God alone knoweth what 
shall be,—He alone searches and tries the 
reins. The Calabar heathen conceives 
himself to be surrounded and victimized 
by a host of malignant powers, which are 
to be prevented or averted only by the aid 
of the diviner. Hence the diviner is his 
resource before every undertaking of any 
importance, and in all his troubles. Ere 
he starts on any journey he consults the 
diviner, to forewarn him of dangers in the 
way, and to forearm him against them, if 
they be not such as lead him to postpone 
the undertaking to a more convenient 
season. Before he dares to lift his axe to 
clear new ground for farming purposes, 
he must consult the diviner, to ascertain 
whether he be or not intruding on the 
domains of a demon ; and if so, he asks 
what tree is the demon’s special abode ? 
what offerings suit its particular appe- 
tite? and on what day of the week shall 
labor on the grounds be abstained from 
in honor of the demon ? If repeated ills 
have befallen him, he seeks the diviner 
to ascertain the cause and remedy. If the 
cause be pronounced to be of God or of 
a demon, then what shall he offer to ap- 
pease them? If the cause be of man, 
then who is it? and if that cannot be 
answered, what shall be done to bribe 
the malignant power his enemy employs 
against him? In cases of sickness, also, 
when their absurd remedial agents are 
found to produce no healing effect, re- 
course is had to the diviner. He may 
ascribe the sickness to the hand of God, 
or to the anger of an offended demon or 
idol ; and in such cases means that may 
avert the consequences are at once 
prescribed. More frequently, however, 
witchcraft is discovered to be at the bot- 
tom of it, and the diviner, without neces- 
sarily having particular persons in view, 
throws out various criminating insinua- 
tions of the vaguest sort, which the in- 
valid and his friends eagerly seize and 
revolve in their minds. These insinua- 
tions may be simply to the effect that 
the invalid suffers from the malice of 
some one with whom he has quarrelled, 


or from the covetousness of some one who 
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longs to get possession of his property ; 
and thus the minds of the sick man and 
his friends are sent in revengeful and 
never-failing search among relations and 
others, of persons on whom to fix the too- 
often fatal imputations. If the invalid 
be a mar of power, proceedings are at 
once instituted against the suspected per- 
sons, who are required to clear them- 
selves by means of the ordeal of the Cal- 
abar bean. Otherwise the unnamed sus- 
pected are warned by public proclama- 
tion and beat of Egbo drum to withdraw 
their malicious influence, afd restore 
their victim to health on pain of condign 
punishment in the event of his death. 

Of ordeals there are many kinds in 
use, some in themselves quite harmless, 
others again of a very barbarous descrip- 
tion, though not fatal. These are em- 
ployed in trials for minor offences. The 
chief ordeal is that of the Calabar bean, 
esteemed infallible in cases of witchcraft. 
It is the fruit of a large climbing plant. 
The bean is a deadly poison, a very small 
portion of a bean sufficing often to de- 
stroy life. When taken in large doses, 
however, it not unfrequently occasions 
nausea and vomiting, and so becomes its 
own antidote. When administered to 
persons under public trial for witchcraft, 
the quantity given varies a good deal, 
from a dozen beans upwards. As many 
as 200 beans have been administered to 
one person. It is given first in the en- 
tire state, and while the person is engag- 
ed devouring these, others are pounded 
to pulp, which he is afterwards compelled 
to receive mixed with large quantities of 
water. If he ejects the poison com- 
pletely, he escapes; if not, he gradually 
subsides into an apparently comatose 
state, and dies. In such a case he is de- 
clared to have been certainly possessed 
of the wicked power, whether he had. 
employed it in the instance ascribed to 
him or not. 

The heathen of Old Calabar speak of 
the duality of human nature, the duality 
of soul and body. They speak of a pre. 
existent state of the soul with Abasi or 
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comes into this world according to his 
own previous choice. Whatever be a 
man’s nation or position in life, or per- 
sonal character, it is what he made choice 
of before coming into the world. The 
white man is such by his own previous 
selection, and so the black man, so the 
freeman and the slave, the rich man and 
the poor, the honest man and the thief. 
After death the soul is said to retire to 
the city of ghosts. On passing from the 
body it still lingers for a season about its 
old haunts, or else wanders lonely with- 
out the city of spirits,4mto which it may 
not enter until its obsequies in the fleshly 
world have been completed; when it is 
allowed admittance, and takes its place 
among its predecessors. 

—Rev. Mr. Cooper. 


PROGRESS IN CEYLON. 

The Rev. J. I. Jones, a missionary of 
the English Church Missionary Society, 
in a portion of the Kandian country says : 

I am thankful to be able to report the 
admission to the church of twenty-seven 
within the last twelve months. 

I visited that part of my district in 
October, and examined the candidates. 
I found that nine men and five women 
had acquired a good knowledge of the 
doctrines of Christianity; and as they pro- 
fessed faith in Christ Jesus as their only 
Saviour, and expressed in decided terms 
their entire rejection of Buddhism, I felt 
no hesitation in baptizing them. Sever- 
al of them had been under instruction 
for a long time, and had given very sat- 
isfactory proofs of steadfastness and faith. 
Four of the women were wives of men 
who were baptized last December, and 
the fifth was now baptized with her hus- 
band. She is a very intelligent woman, 
and is, I believe, doing all in her power 
to teach her female neighbors. 

Inquiry seems to be spreading in the 
villages ; and, though there is much op- 
position on the part of some, I hope that 
this year will witness nearly as many 
baptisms as last. 

I was obliged to leave the district im- 
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mediately after the baptism; but after a 
fortnight’s absence I returned to it, and 
spent a week visiting and preaching in 
the villages which belong to Talampiti- 
ya, having large and, generally speaking, 
attentive gatherings. 

Talampitiya, though called a village, 
is really a district, as large as an exten- 
sive English country parish, and includ- 
ing no less than fourteen smaller villages. 
Our converts are gathered out of about 
ten of these, so that they are scattered 
over a large area; and as most, if not 
all of them, seem zealous in making 
known the truth to others, we may hope 
that, under God, the leaven will soon 
work throughout the whole of Talampi- 
_ tiya. The Christians confidently hope 
for and expect this. 

A most important movement, suggest- 
ed by Hunapola, has commenced among 
the converts. Each, according to his 
ability, is setting apart a portion of his 
land, making it over to the society, to- 
wards the maintenance of a teacher 
among themselves. The land already 
promised is worth at least 50/., and I have 
no doubt others will in time give suffi- 
cient for the support of a native pastor. 
May God hasten the day, if it be his will, 
when we shall see a holy, devoted man 
ordained to take charge of these people, 
who, by their liberality, bear witness 
both to what the Holy Ghost has wrought 
in them, and to their desire to have spir- 
itual ministrations provided for them. 

In addition to their gift of land, the 
Christians are subscribing for the pur- 
pose of building a small church in their 
village. Almost all are giving 10s. each, 
and those who are too poor to give money 
will give their quotain work. One man 
has given a valuable piece of land.as a 
site for a church and little bungalow, 
which is to be erected close by as a resi- 
dence for the catechist and pastor, and 
for me when I am in the village. 

Another circumstance I regard as even 
more important and encouraging. Two 
of the men baptized in December, 1863, 
Abraham and Paul, asked me to sanction 
their going out together to preach in the 
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most thankful if they would do so, and 
that I doubted not God would give them 
souls for their hire. I said, further, that 
though I could not give them any salary, 
I would willingly give them a small sum 
to meet expenses in travelling.” All such 
help was declined. They said they 
needed nothing; they only wished to go, 
with my permission, devoting to the work 
of preaching the gospel to others the time 
they would redeem from the cultivation 
of their fields.—Christian Work. 


AMERICAN MISSION WORK IN SYRIA 


The first mission to Syria and the Holy 
Land was that commenced in 1819 by 
the American Board of Missions. More 
than forty-five years have passed since 
that time. War, plague, and revolution 
have swept successively over the land, 
but the missionary work has gone steadi- 
ly forward. Thirty-two missionaries, 
thirty assistant missionaries, and seven 
young lady teachers have been sent to 
Syria during this period, of whom ten 
missionaries, nine assistant missionaries, 
and one American young lady teacher 
are now in the field. 

For years the work was necessarily 
one of preparation. The land was seal- 
ed against the truth, and spiritually, mor- 
ally and socially dead. So great was 
the prejudice against the gospel, that it 
could only be preached in secret. The 
field had to be explored. Such men as 
Dr. Eli Smith, the companion of Robin- 
son in his ‘Researches in Palestine,” Dr. 
Jonas King, Dr. Goodell and Dr. Thomp- 
son (author of the “Land and the Book”) 
visited all parts of the land, ascertained 
the character of its various populations, 
then almost unknown, and the gospel 
was proclaimed to multitudes. 

_ It was not until after the expulsion of 
the former Emir Beshir in 1840, that 
missionary work of any kind could be 
done in Mount Lebanon; and the first 
believer, Assad-esh-Shidiak, sealed his 
faith with his blood. 
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During the past thirty years the Word 
has been preached from Egypt on the 
south, to Aleppo on the north, and Nine- 
veh on the east, in the Arabic language. 

The oral preaching of the Word has 
been regarded as the divinely appointed 
means of spreading the knowledge of 
Christ, and all other means as only sub- 
ordinate to this; yet these subordinate 
agencies have their place, and they have 
not been neglected. 

1. The Press has proved a mighty aux- 
iliary in the diffusion of light and knowl- 
edge. More than seventeen millions of 
pages of Arabic books and Scriptures 
have been printed in Beirut and scattered 
over the whole East, besides the thou- 
sands of Arabic Bibles printed by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in 
London. Between fifty and sixty differ- 
ent works in Arabic have been issued 
and sent to Egypt, Jerusalem, Tyre, Si- 
don, Mount Lebanon, Damascus, Antioch, 
Aleppo, Mosul, and Bagdad, and some 
even to India and Central Africa. The 
whole country has been supplied with 
school-books, and a taste for reading thus 
created in the minds of the rising gener- 
ation. 

2. The translation of the word of God 
into Arabic was commenced in 1848, by 
that eminent scholar and missionary, Dr. 
Eli Smith, and continued after his death, 
in 1857, by Dr. Van Dyck, who possess- 
ed peculiar qualifications for this difficult 
work. After sixteen years of constant 
labor, in which all the Arabic-speaking 
missionaries in Western Asia and North- 
ern Africa have assisted, this great work 
is now completed, and 43,000 Testaments 
and parts of Scriptures of this new trans- 
lation have already been put into circu- 
lation. Dr. Van Dyck expects soon to 
leave for the United States, to superin- 
tend the electrotyping of this new Ara- 
bic Bible in general editions, by the 
American Bible Society. 

8. In the cause of education, both male 
and female, the mission has labored as-- 
siduously from the first. 

When the missionaries first came to 
Syria there were neither books nor read- 
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ers. The few Moslem and Maronite 
schools were purely of an ecclesiastical 
character, and the only books used were 
written in manuscript. The missionaries 
prepared books, printed them, and then 
taught the children to read them as they 
had opportunity. As long ago as 1835, 
the lamented Mrs. Sarah L. Smith had 
eighty-five girls under instruction in Bei- 
rut, and there were other schools, num- 
bering in all above 320 pupils, of whom a 
considerable portion were girls. In 1836, 
Mrs. Dodge had a class of twenty Druse 
girlsin Abeih, in addition to Mrs. Smith’s 
interesting school in Beirut. From 1841 
to 1860, with the exception of the time 
when war and pestilence suspended all 
labor, the various schools of the mission 
were steadily maintained. In 1840 there 
were forty-four pupils in the Young 
Men’s Seminary in Beirut, taught by Mr. 
Hebard. Mrs. Hebard, assisted by an 
English and an American young lady, 
devoted herself to female education, and 
the number of girls in the schools, which 
in 1840 was eighty-one, increased in 
1841 to upwards of 100. At the same 
time a number of native girls were being 
trained in various mission families, with 
special reference to becoming teachers. 
The various schools of the mission ex- 
tended to Mosul, Aleppo, Antioch, Trip- 
oli, Beirut, the Lebanon villages, Sidon, 
Tyre, Hasbeiya, Galilee, and for many 
years to Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

The average number of boys in the 
schools for the twenty years from 1840 
to 1860, was 378 each year, and the 
average number of girls was 128. The 
highest number of boys in any one year 
was (in 1858) 797, and the highest num- 
ber of girls (1857) 277. The amount ex- 
pended for education in this period, in- 
cluding the two seminaries, male and fe- 
male, was about 15,000/., exclusive of the 
cost of labor expended in the prepara- 
tion, translation, and publication of 
school-books. 

The seminary for young menin Abeih, 
under the care of Rev. Mr. Calhoun, was 
commenced in 1847, and has continued 
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attendance of from twenty to twenty-five 
young men. 

The Female Seminary, established at 
the same time by the lamented Dr. De 
Forest, continued for about ten years, 
with large classes of native girls and 
young women, who were thus trained 
for future usefulness. 

Thousands of boys and hundreds of 
girls have been more or less instructed, 
who are now grown or growing up, and 
are giving an impulse to those around 
them in favor of education, or are aid- 
ing, as teachers, in the, education of 
others. 

The Abeih seminary, under the charge 
of Mr. Calhoun, has sent out a multitude 
of educated young men. Some are preach- 
ers, some teachers; others doctors, mer- 
chants, or dragomans. A large number of 
the leading young men in Syria have been 
educated to a greater or less extent in the 
seminaries and schools of the mission. 

In those early days, the prejudice of 
the people against the education of girls 
was strong and almost invincible. Within 
the past ten years I have heard aman say 
that “he would as soon think of educating 
a cat asagirl.” It was the custom, and it 
still exists in many places, for the women 
of the vicinity to assemble and condole 
with the mother who had been so unfor- 
tunate as to give birth toa daughter. A 
man who had a large family of daughters 
and one little son, told me, when I asked 
him how many children he had, that he 
had but one. “But whose children were 
those I saw running as I entered the 
court ?” “O,” said he, “those were noth- 
ing but girls, and I don’t count girls.” 

When Mrs. Smith, in 1835, succeeded 
in gathering eighty-five girls into Protes- 
tant schools, her success was more aston- 
ishing than would be the gathering of 
five thousand girls into schools in 1865. 
One of her pupils is now the wife of Mr. 
B., in Beirut, who has established on his 
own premises a high school for boys, in 
which there are now gathered one hun- 
dred and fifty pupils, uf all the various 
religious sects of the church. 

Mrs. B. has sons and daughters grown 
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up, three of whom are engaged in teach- 
ing in this high school, thus forming a 
second generation of native teachers, as 
fruit of the labors of missionaries now 
gone to their rest. Several native girls 
were trained in the families of missiona- 
ries.. 

Mrs. Whiting, at first in Jerusalem 
and then in Beirut, trained up five young 
girls, who are grown up to womanhood, 
some of them married, and all filling sta- 
tions of usefulness. One is the wife of 
the Jewish missionary in Corfu ; another, 
wife of the Scotch missionary at Aleppo; 
a third, teacher in the Prussian Deacon- 
esses’ Orphan House in Beirut ; a fourth, 
governess in a European family in Cairo, 
Egypt; and the fifth, preceptress of the 
Native Protestant Female Seminary in 
Beirut. Of this seminary I will speak 
more fully hereafter. 

The young women trained in the fe- 
male seminary of Dr. De Forest and by 
Miss Temple, Miss Cheney and Miss 
Mason, who succeeded him, have consti- 
tuted the teachers of nearly all the girls’ 
schools taught in Syria up to the pres- 
ent time, and many of them are still en- 
gaged in teaching. Several have been 
assistant-teachers in the Institution of the 
Deaconesses in Beirut; others have been 
employed by Mrs. Watson in the most 
excellent and deservedly prosperous 
training-school in Mount Lebanon. Not 
less than twelvé have been engaged for 
longer or shorter periods as teachers in 
connection with the Industrial Schools, 
established in 1860, by Mrs. J. Bowen 
Thompson, for the widows and orphans 
who fled to Beirut from the massacres of 
Hasbeiya, Deir El Komr, and Damascus. 

These educated young women are thus 
exerting an influence for good all over 
the land as teachers and as Christian 
mothers; they are scattered through 
Mount Lebanon, among the cities of the 
coast, in Jerusalem, Cairo, Acre, Sidon, 
Beirut, Hlums, Aleppo,and Aintab. And 
the work of female education is still go- 
ing on. Common schools for girls are 
connected with most of the missionary 
stations, and there are two female semi- 
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naries of a superior character, one taught 

by Miss Mason, in Sidon, which has been 
very successful, and the Native Female 
Boarding School in Beirut, under the 
care of Mr. M. Araman and Miss Rufka 
Gregory. 

It has been for years the aim of the 
American Mission in Syria to prepare the 
growing Protestant communities for as- 
suming the management and expense of 
their own religious and educational in- 
stitutions. The whole scheme of Chris- 
tian missions will be a failure, if the time 
is never to come when religion and edu- 
cation shall become indigenous, and the 
converted natives carry on their own in- 
stitutions. We are trying to help the 
natives to help themselves; and it isa 
hopeful sign that there are Protestant na- 
tives able and willing to undertake im- 
portant enterprises for the good of their 
own country. In male education in 
Beirut there is no longer need of foreign 
missionary aid. Mr. Bistany’s high 
school is a successful native institution 
in this department. The native female 
boarding school of Mr. Araman and Miss 
Gregory in Beirut is a successful enter- 
prise in the department of female educa- 
tion. There is not in all Syria an insti- 
tution which is more hopeful, as bearing 
upon the future abilities of the natives of 
Syria to manage and support their own 
educational institutions, than this Native 
Protestant Female Seminary. 

After the long years of sowing, the 
fruit appears. The gospel has taken 
root. Even should foreign teachers be 
now driven out of the country, as has 
sometimes happened, there are educated 
Protestant natives qualified to carry on 
the work of education, at least in Beirut 
and vicinity; and the people here are 
willing to pay for the education of their 
daughters. 

All judicious friends of missions will 
agree that the work of sustaining their 
own institutions should be thrown upon 
the natives at as early a day as possible, 
and that the impression should be re- 
moved from the native mind that they 
can always be supplied with foreign 
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teachers at foreign expense. They have 
begun to pay for education; and if the 
time has not already come, it is not far 
distant, when it will be no longer a chari- 
ty to open free schools, unless it be for 
the lowest classes, or in new fields in re- 
mote parts of the country. 

The Beirut Native Female Seminary 
has now forty boarders, all of whom pay 
their board and tuition, ten being sup- 
ported by charity in order to be trained 
as teachers. The teachers are all na- 
tives, and the school is designed to be 
self-supporting, and self-perpetuating. A 
fund amounting to about 1500/. sterling 
has been raised in America for providing 
a permanent building for the school, and 
the American Board of Missions has 
given the land in Beirut for the purpose. 

About 500/. will be needed to complete 
the fund before the building can be com- 
menced. Meanwhile, the school is car- 
ried on in apartments hired for the pur- 
pose. 

The present is a time of rapid progress 
and development in Syria. Schools are 
multiplying. It isa remarkable providence 
that, just at the time when the first cor- 
rect translation of the Bible into Arabic 
is completed, thousands of readers should 
be rising up on every side, asking for 
books, and many of them eager for the 
word of God. 

Mrs. Watson’s school in Shemlan, es- 
tablished nearly ten years ago, has done 
and is doing a good work in female edu- 
cation. One of her pupils has just gone 
as teacher to the distant city of Hums, 
where iz a native Protestant community, 
with a native Protestant pastor, and oth- 
ers are engaged in other spheres of use- 
fulness. 

Mrs. Thompson’s school was opened in 
Beirut in 1860, to give instruction and 
employment to the refugee girls and wo- 
men from the massacres of that year of 
blood. Institated as a school and a ref- 
uge for widows and orphans, it was a 
timely and most useful charity, saving 
many from vagrancy, and bringing them 
in contact with gospel truths. As the 
widows and girls are gradually returning 
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to their homes, or being married, or find- 
ing employment, the materiel of the 
school will naturally undergo a change. 
It is now about to become a perma- 
nent institution, the premises formerly 
rented having been purchased for the 
schools. A number of day schools for 
boys and girls have also been established 
by Mrs. T. in different parts of the coun- 
try. 

The Institution of the Prussian Dea- 
conesses also originated soon after the 
massacres of 1860, and in connection with 
them, and has become one of the perma- 
nent Protestant institutions of Syria. It 
has 130 orphan children in the Orphan 
House, and a large number of boarders 
from among the European Protestant 
families in Beirut. The edifice, erected 
at great expense, is one of the ornaments 
of the city, and the school is doing a good 
work for a most needy class. 

There are also in Lebanon a number 
of free schools for both boys and girls, 
sustained by the Free Church of Scot- 
land. 

In addition to the above-mentioned 
schools in Beirut, there are the Moham- 
medan schools, in which Moslem boys are 
taught to read; the immense institutions 
of the French Lazarists and the Sisters 
of Charity, in which probably not much 
less than one thousand children of both 
sexes are receiving instruction, and the 
Greek schools, in which are several hun- 
dred boys and girls. In Lebanon the 
Greeks and Maronites are opening schools 
in self-defence, and as it were, in spite 
of themselves, multiplying readers who 
will thus be able to peruse the word of 
God. 

The Druse nation, too, have taken a 
step in the right direction. The “Med- 
riset-ed-Daudiyet,” named from his Ex- 
cellency, Daud Pasha, is a credit to the 
Druses as a people; and thirty of their 
young men are now pupils in this high 
school, built and endowed by their own 
National Charity Fund. The principal 
is a pious, Protestant young man, a grad- 
uate of the seminary of Mr. Calhoun. 

Daud Pasha has proved himself to be 
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an enlightened and liberal governor, and 
is doing not a little for the social and in- 
tellectual elevation of the inhabitants of 
Mount Lebanon. He contributes liber- 
ally for the support of the higher schools 
of all the different religious sects; and 
it is to be hoped that as, previous to 1840, 
one of the greatest obstacles to the prog- 
ress of the gospel in Syria was the in- 
tolerance of the Emir Beshir in Lebanon, 
so at the present time, the liberal and 
impartial government of Daud Pasha 
will promote the social and moral eleva- 
tion of the people. 

And lastly, the crowning educational 
enterprise in Syria is the contemplat- 
ed “Syrian Protestant College,” soon to 
be opened under the auspices of Rev. 
Dr. Bliss, now in England. This institu- 
tion is greatly needed. The other 
schools of the country, while inadequate 
tomeet the demands of the times, are pre- 
paring the way, and creating the neces- 
sity for this. Its departments of Medi- 
cine, Agricultural Chemistry, and other 
branches of Physical Science, together 
with Modern Languages, Law, and Ara- 
bie Literature, will, it is hoped, make it, 
when in full operation, the most impor- 
tant literary institution among the Ara- 


bic-speaking races. Through its courses 


of lectures, and the various scientific and 
professional works to be translated into 
Arabic and published under its auspices, 
it will prove the great medium for the 
transmission of the science and the liter- 
ature of the West to the one hundred 
millions who speak the Arabic language. 

In general civilization certain parts of 
Syria are making rapid progress. A 
carriage-road has been completed to Da- 
mascus, seventy miles distant, over both 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, and the 
French diligence runs daily to that an- 
cient city from Beirut, in twelve hours. 
Beirut is in direct telegraphic communi- 
cation with Constantinople and London 
by the northern line, and the southern 
line will soon be completed, via Gaza, to 
Cairo, forming a second line from Syria 
to Europe. Population is increasing, and 


the country generally is prosperous. It 
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is a time of physical activity and life. In 
outward things there is real progress. 

But of what avail will it all prove, un- 
less the gospel keeps pace with civiliza- 
ion, and the Spirit of God changes the 
hearts of men ? 

The great object of the Syrian Mis- 
sion of the A. B. C. F. M. has been from 
the first to preach the gospel. Schools, 
books and the press have been regarded 
as only subordinate to this one great ob- 
ject; and the most important fact con- 
nected with the present state of Syria is, 
not that our schools are crowded with 
pupils, but that there is increased at- 
tendance and interest at the stated 
preaching of the gospel.—Rev. Dr. Jes- 
sup, in Christian Work. 


ARRIVAL OF DR. BINNEY. 


Dr. Binney, of the Rangoon Mission 
arrived in New York April 30, in im- 
proved health. He has left the Karen 
Theological School under the charge of 
Messrs. Carpenter and D. A. W. Smith 
who will be able to carry it forward. 


— 
LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Burmah. 


Mavutmarn.—J. Wave, Sept. 30, Oct. 1.—C. 
Hissar, Sept. 8, Oct. 6, 25, Nov. 9, 11, 25, 
Dec. 10, Jan. 11 (2), 28, Feb. 1, 18, 24.—J. M. 
HAswE Lt, Oct. 6 (2), Dec. 9, Jan. 11, 25. 

Tavoy.—I. D. CoLBurn, Oct. 1, 3, 11, Nov. 
11, Jan. 28, Feb. 25. 

ouNGOO.—F. Mason, Oct. 5, 15, Jan. 7.— 
E. B. Cross, Oct. 6, 12, 14, Nov. 8, 4, Dec. 15, 
16, Jan. 25, 28, 29, 31.—M. H. Bixsy, Sept. 18, 
19, 26, Nov. 20 j, Dec. 14, 31, Jan. 9, 30, Feb. 
1, 10.—Mrs. B., Nov. 29. 

Rancoon.—E. A. STEVENS, Sept. 28, Oct. 7, 
12, Nov. 2, 4, 28, Dec. 6, 12, 13,29, Jan. 13, 28, 
Feb. 20, 21.—J G. 27, Oct. 10, 
11, Nov. 14, Dec. 12, Jan. 27.—Mrs. INGALLS, 
Oct. 28 (2), Dec. 28, Jan. 4, 5.—D. L. Bray- 
TON, Oct. 5, 12, Nov. 21, Jan. 15.—A. T. Rose, 
Oct. 5, 31, Nov. 11, 28.—Mrs. R., Jan. 28.—C. 
H. CARPENTER, Sept. 8, Oct. 10, 11.—Mrs. C., 
Sept. 1, Dec. 26.—C. Bennett, Mar. 13.—D. 
a W. Smiru, Nov. 1, Feb. 11.—A. Haws, Dec. 
14. 
Bassern.—H. L. Van METER, Oct. 9, 10, 25 
(2), Nov. 2, 24 (2), Jan. 24.—J. L. DouGuass, 
Oct. —, Mar. 22. 

Prome.—E. Krincarp, Aug. 14, 19, Oct. 22, 
Nov. 2, Dec. 16, Feb. 7.—T. Simons, Nov. 


Hentuaps.—B. C, Tuomas, Noy. 28, 30, 


Donations. 


[June, 


Dec. 30, Jan. 23.—A. R. R. CRAWLEY, Oct. 14, 
15, 24, Dec. 21, 29, Jan. 17, Feb. 28. 


Assam. 


M. Bronson, Aug. 10, 19, Sept. 1,17, Oct. 20 
(2), 25, 27, Dec. 3, 7, 27, Jan. 1, 7, 11, 20, 22, 
Feb. 28.—Mrs. B., Mar. 1.—E. P. Scorr, Oct. 
1 (2), 12.—Mrs. 8., Feb. 18.—W. Warp, Sept. 
hen 8, Nov. 15, Jan. 26.—Mrs. W., Nov. 21, 


Teloogoos. 

F. A. Douetass, Sept. 20, 25, Dec. 6, Feb. 
24. 
Siam. 

8. J. Smirn.—Oct. 8, Jan. 6, Feb. 2.—Oct. 
12, two articles for Macedonian, no date.—Dr. 
DEAN, Oct. 16, Nov. 15, 18, Dec. 4, Jan. 1, 30 
(2).—Miss A. F. DEAN, Jan. 31.—C. H. 
corr, Jan. 4. 

China. 


J. W. Jonnson, Sept. 7, Oct. 6, 10, 25, Jan. 
11, 13, Feb. 13, 23.—W. Asumoneg, Oct. 6, 18, 
Dec. 19, Feb. 25.—M. J. Knowuron, Sept. 1, 
17, 30 (2), Oct. 15, Dec. 22 (2), Jan. 17, Feb. 
7, 16.—Mrs. K., Jan. 20.—H. Jenkins, Oct. 7, 
Nov. 23. 

France. 


A. Dez, Dec. 7, 10, 23, Feb. 22, Apr. 21.—J. 
B. Nov. 28.—V. Leporps, Dec. 2, Mar. 
23.—J. Apr. 18.—F. Lemaire, Jan. 
20, Mar. 9, Apr. 20. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN APRIL, 1865. 


Maine. 


Parkman, Mrs. E. S. Billings 10; 
Canton, ch. 6; Buckfield, a 
friend 1; Dover, Dea. J. Brown 
5; Alna, a friend of missions 


50 cts. ; 
New Hampshire. 


Lebanon, ch., for sup. of Ko 
Shway Nevo, nat. pr., care of 
Rev. E. Kincaid, Prome, Bur- 
mah, of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. sch. 
as a “donation visit,’ 30; 
Rumney, ch., an. coll., Moses 
Abbott, collector, of wh. 9.52 is 
fr. mon. con., Charles C. Smart 
tr. of mon. con., 43; Dover, 
Franklin st.*ch. 31; Great 
Falls, ch. 80.10; 


Vermont. 


Manchester, a friend 2; Lunen- 
burgh, ch., Chester Thomas tr., 
12; St. Albans, Baptists, per 
D. M. Walker, 25.25; Brattle- 
boro’, ch., bal., per Albert A. 
Cheney tr., 4.75; Middletown, 
ch., of wh. 3 is fr. pastor, 6.33; 
North Springfield, ch. 23; 


Massachusetts, 


Holmes Hole, ch. 10; Plymouth, 
Abigail B. Judson, for the Bur- 
man Mission, 50; Malden, Ist 
ch., a friend 5; Cambridge- 

rt, fr. the estate of the late 
v. Samuel B. Swaim, per 


Mrs. A. D. Swaim, 250; 315.00 


1865.] 


Boston North Asso., West Acton, 
ch. 8; Woburn, ch., coll., Benj. 
Millett tr.,5; Malden, 1st ch., 

r O Turner tr., bal. 5.29; 
Fast Somerville, Perkins st. 
ch. 221; Waltham, ch., per C. 
P. Harrington tr., 51.91; 

Sturbridge Asso., Fiskdale, ch., 


addl., 

Salem Asso., Beverly, Ist ch. 
Ladies’ Miss. Soc., for sup. of 
nat. prs., per Mrs. A. T. Roundy 
tr., 


Rhode Island, 


Portsmouth Grove, Lovell Gen. 
Hospital, Rev. Alex. Proudfit, 
chaplain U. S. A., 

New York. 

Lawrence Asso., Dickinson, ch., 

r Royal Smith tr. of Asso., 

* Utica, Tabernacle ch., Mar- 

tha Woodward, of wh. 17.50 is 
fr. Sab. sch., 27.605 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


Sec., 

Broome and Tioga Asso., Bing- 
hampton, ch. 

Buffalo Asso., Strykersville, C. 
Richardson 

Hudson River South Asso., 6th 
st. ch. 3; Rev. H. W. Knapp 
50; Concord st. ch. 8.59; New 
York, 1st ward mission 3.42; 
Berean Sab. sch. 50; Amit 
st. ch., in part, 775; W. P. 
Groom, mon. sub. tow. sup. of 
M. J. Knowlton, Ningpo, Chi- 
na, 75; 

Saratoga Asso., Gloversville, ch. 

Otsego Asso., West Winfield, ch. 

Madison Asso., Hamilton, ch. 

Onondaga Asso., Elbridge, ch. 

New York Asso., New York, G. 
W.and J. 8. Hillman, tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care of Dr. 
Kincaid, Prome, Burmah, 60; 

* H.L. Slate 4; Mariners ch., 
bal., 50 cts. ; 


New Jersey. 
Paterson, Alex. W. Rogers, tow. 
sup. of Rev. M. Bronson, As- 
sam, 25; Bridgeton, Miss Han- 
nah Mulford 125; 
Coll. per Rey. Jas. French, Dist. 


Sec. 

West New Jersey Asso., Cape 
May, Calvary ch. 

East New Jersey Asso., Hobo- 


ken, ch. 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 
Sec., 

Hudson City, ch. 


Pennsylvania. 

West Jackson, ch. 9; South 
Creek, ch. 25; 

Coll. per Rev. James French, 
Dist. Sec., 

Bradford Asso., Columbia and 
Wells, ch. 

Clarion Asso., Reynoldsville and 
Gethsemane, ch. 

Pittsburg Asso., Salem, ch. 

Monongahela Asso., India Creek, 
ch. 5.80; Little Kentucky, ch. 


291.20 


82.50 


109.70 


965.01 


91.50 
25.00 
80.79 
34.44 


624.20 


64.50 
— 1503.44 


50.00 


14.50 
89.75 


43.89 


1.00 


298.14 


4.40; Turkey Fort, ch. 3.05; 
Centre Asso., Johnstown, ch. 
Northumberland Asso., Wil- 

liamsport, ch. 22; Lewisburg, 

ch., of wh. 1.31 is fr. Mary 

Priscilla Tustin, deceased, but 

“alive in Jesus,” for Bibles for 

the heathen, 30.95; 52.95 
Philadelphia Asso., Marcus 
Hook, ch., of wh. 40 is fr. J. M. 
Tage, for nat. pr., 50; Potts- 
ville, ch., of wh. 20 is fr. Rev. 
Bb. H. Austin and 12 pulpit 
supply 32; Passyunk, ch. 12- 
shestnut Hill, ch. 75 cts.; 
Mrs. C. A. L., of wh. 5 is for 
nat. pr., April offering, 20; 


Ohio. 


Columbus, 1st ch. 80; Portage 
Co., female friend to missions 
10; Pomeroy, Welsh ch., Sab. 
sch. children, colls., 15; Cin- 
cinnati, Ist ch., an. coll., per 
Wm. Cheeseman tr., 151.65; 
Pomeroy, Welsh ch. 40; Frank- 
lin, ch., of wh. 25 is fr. Sab. 
sch., tow. y of two nat. prs., 
care of Rev. H. L. Van Meter, 
Bassein, Burmah, per Charles 
Butler tr., 127; Mt. Vernon, 
ch., per Rev. James French, 
Dist. Sec., 6; 


115.25 


18. 
Marissa, Nine Mile Asso., Spar- 


ta, ch. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist Sec., 

Dixon Asso., Dixon, ch., by tr. 
< Asso., 6; Milledgeville, ch. 

Illinois River Asso., Peoria, Ad- 
ams st. ch. : 

Illinois River East Asso., Meta- 


mora, ch. 
Quincy Asso., Belmont, ch. 
Salem Asso., Roseville, ch: 
Asso., Centerville, 
ch. 


Indiana. 
Lafayette, ch., coll., James Saw- 


ers tr., 

Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Flat Rock Asso., Mt. Pleasant, 
2nd ch. 13; Haw Patch, ch., 
friends 6.50; 

Long Run Asso., Sugar Branch, 
ch., Mrs. Eliza Hunter 

Northern Indiana Asso., Rolling 
Prairie, ch. 


Iowa. 


Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Central Iowa Asso., Vandalia, 
ch. 7.70; Des Moines, ch., P. 
B. 4; 

Keokuk Asso., Denmark, ch., 
Sab. sch., tow. sup. of nat. pr., 
care of Rev. E. A. Stevens, 

Burmah, 

Linn ., Shellsburg, ch., a 
friend, for sup. of Rev. J. E. 
Clough, Teloogoo Mission, 


11.70 


10.00 


3.00 


245.20 
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91.40 


108.60 


24.70 


1.00 
17.00 
— 
— 
100.00 
429.65 
22.00 
8.50 
19.30 
33.10 
5.00 
1.50 
2.00 
81.70 
19.50 
2.00 
5.40 
— 
— 
34.00 
6.00 
18.75 
— 
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Michigan. 

Bellevue, Ist ch. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Flint River Asso., Flint, ch. 13- 
-96; Grand Blanc, ch. 7.17; 
Hadley, ch. 6.75; 

Wayne Asso., Salem, ch. 


Wisconsin. 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 
Lake Shore Asso., Milwaukee, 


ch. 
Walworth Asso., Delavan, ch. 
Winnebago Asso., Appleton, ch. 


Minnesota. 
Minnesota Valley Asso., Winne- 
bago City, R. E. Abbott 
Southern Minnesota Asso., a 
friend of missions, in Co. C, 
3d Reg. Minn. Infantry, 


Missouri. 

St. Louis, sisters in German ch., 
to sup. Nappay, nat. pr., care 
of Rey. B. C. Thomas, Hen- 
thada, Burmuh, 


Canada West. 

Amount reported in Mag. for 
March. 

Woodstock, Judson Soc., Canadi- 
an Bap. Lit. Inst. 8; Rev. Dr. 
Fyfe 5; Woodstock, ch., coll. 8- 
-25; Rev. Wm. Henry Jones 1; 
D. Bently Mont 2; Ingersol, 
Rev.W. B. Beardsall2; ch., coll. 
6.90; Dorchester, Ist ch., coll. 
1.52; Dugal Brown 1; Dor- 
chester, 2nd ch. 3; Lobo, 1st 
ch., Isaac Wallace 1; Mrs. F. 
Morton 50 cts.; Mrs. J. Callo- 
mer 25 cts.; Dea. J. Callomer 
1; Henry I. Edwards 50 cts.; 
E. H. Gustin 25 cts.; Dugal 
Livingston 25 cts.; G. C. Al- 
way 4; Matthew Dark 1; 

R. Edwards 50 cts. ; Rich- 
ards 50 cts.; H. Mcintyre 1; 
Jer. Edwards 1; Mrs. H. Ward 
1; Wm. Jerry 50 cts.; Loudon, 
Mrs. E. Joice 50 cts.; Alfred 
Rowland 50 cts.; Lowa, James 
Mitchell 50 cts; Rev. J. Paint- 
er 50 ets.; Fingal, ch., coll, 4- 
60; St. Thomas 4.44; Rev. D. 
W. Rowland 2; Dea. Wadell 
50 cts.; Thos. White 25 cts.; 
J. Spackman 1; Rev. Geo. 
Wilson 90 cts.; A. C. Brown 
50 cts.; Edward Rowland 50 
cts.; Mrs. Rowland 50 cts.; 
Thos. Ballard 1; Yarmouth, 
ist ch., coll. 3.36; 2nd ch., 
coll. 2.85; .rs. A. Smith 25 
cts.; Mrs. Geo. Clin 25 cts.; 
James Warwick 1; Mrs. J. 
Warwick 25 cts.; J. B. Crane 
50 cts.; Isaac Crane 25 cts.; 
Aylmer, coll. 5.40; Dea. Geo. 
Northcup 1; Malahide, Jub. 
3.44; E. L. Chute 50 cts.; 8. 


Donations. 


McDermond 25 cts.; Sarah 
McDermond 25 cts.; Port Bur- 
well 2.10; Mt. Elgin, coll. 8.10; 
Robt. Eakins 50 cts.; Hough- 
ton, Ist st. ch. 2.54; Port Row- 
en 2.66? Montreal, Wm. Muir 
5; Ingersol, coll. 1; Rev. H. 
Lloyd 2.50; Mrs. H. Lloyd 2- 
50; Whitby, ch., Jos. Holman 
1; Mrs. J. Holman 1; Rev. J. 
King 2; Mr.S. Holman 1; Mrs. 
S. Holman 1; Mr. C. Paxton 
2; Mr. Jno. Dryden 2; Mr. 
Grerie 50 cts.; Toronto, Bond 
st. ch. 10; Sab. sch. 30; 8S. 
Rowell 1; David Brekie 50 
cts.; H. Parsons 5; Thos. Lai- 
ley 2; Henry Lloyd 1; Kings- 
ton, D. D. Calvin’ 5; S. Booth 
1; Montreal, Master Geo. F. 
Miner 10; Master J. M. C. Mi- 
ner 50 cts.; Mrs. G. B. Muir 1; 
Mrs. E. Smith 1.12 1-2; Miss 
M. Macky 1.12 1-2; Miss H. 
Webber 1; Miss M. Matthews 
25 cts.; a friend 25 cts.; a friend 
25 cts.; Ist Bap. ch., J. Kenne- 
dy tr. of benevolent fund, 20; 
A. M. Foster 5; S. B. Scott 5; 
a friend 1; Ist ch., coll. 26; 
Cramake, Ist ch., coll. 1.96; 
Holdiman, ch., coll. 9.41; Mrs. 

A. Doolittle 4; Mrs. E, 
Gardiner 1; Port a? Mrs. 
Perry 50 cts.; D. J. MceLelan 
2; Rey. J. Dempsy 1; T. D. 
Craig 1; W. Craig, Jr., 1; a 
friend 25 cts.; Dea. E.W. Bor- 
nett 1; Dundas, Rev. J. Bates 
1; Mrs. Bates 25 cts. in silver; 
St. Catharines, Rev. G. W. M. 
Cary M. A.,1; Jas. Mills, Sen., 
1; St. George, Rev. T. L. Da- 
vidson D. D., 1; Mrs. A. C. 
Kitchen 1; ch., coll. 6.82; Par- 
is, N. W. Brown M. D., 4.87; 
John Arnold 1; T. M. Bos- 
worth 1; E. Randall 1; Brant- 
ford, Dea. T. 5. Sheustone 1; 
Mrs. W. Stewart 1; Charles 
Jarvis, Jr., 1; Henry Jarvis 1; 
George Foster 1.50; Thomas 
Broughton 1; B. G. Tisdale 50 
cts.; Samuel Passmore 5 cts. ; 
E. Chalerait 50 cts.; Wim. Buck 
2; F. Ellis 1; Thos. Draper 50 
cts.; Wim. Dalrymple 5v cts.; 
Dea. Robert Morton 25 cts.; M. 
Whitman 60 cts.; A. W. Smith 
25 cts.; T. D. Crawford 50 
cts.; Boston, A. Olmsted 1; 
ch., coll. 6; Waterford, coll. 
2.60; Wm. Skelley 2; Kev. A. 
Slaght 2; Miss A. Skelley 1; 
C. Crumb 1; Mrs. Mary Beck- 
er 1; Nelson Boughner 75 cts.; 
Charles Merrill 1; Alex Farns- 
worth 50 cts.; Mrs. Dr. Colver 
50 cts.; Mrs. Eliza Squire 20 
cts.; David Duncomb M. D., 
1; Scotland, ch., coll. 4.18. 


[June, 1865, 


Donations in Medicines. 


fr. Dr. D. Jayne & 
Son, 1 box, for Rev. 8. J. 
Smith, Bangkok, Siam, 


£18 11s. 9d. 


16.80 
27.88 
26.10 

— 70.78 
3.00 
5.00 
2.50 

— 
2.00 

4.00 

75.00 

$3,775.54 


